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Editorial Comment 





The Tears of Counsel Welch 


agro THE MOST disquieting moment in 
the Army-McCarthy hearings was provided 
by the outburst of Counsel Welch when Mc- 
Carthy dragged in the name of a junior member 
of his firm because that junior member, in his 
misguided youth, had once briefly belonged to 
the National Lawyers Guild. Welch’s emotional 
arraignment of McCarthy “Have you no heart?” 
was widely applauded; his tears touched the 
imagination of America. At last the American 
tradition of fair play was being vindicated. Af- 
ter all, the junior member was now a solid Re- 
publican. Mr. Welch had wept, pleading for 
compassion. The junior member’s promising 
career remained unblasted. The Union breathed 
asigh of relief and patted itself on its magnani- 
mous back. 

The implications of this episode are truly ter- 
rifying. Mr. Welch had greater cause to weep 
than he perhaps knew, and the TV audience 
might well have joined in the lamentation. What 
were the tacit assumptions of all the excitement? 
That the techniques and pathology of McCar- 
thyim had so infected American life that no 
sound, normal reaction to a typical McCarthy 
manuever could be expected. A McCarthy 
smear, no matter how wanton or irrelevant, was 
bound to be fatal. To be named by McCarthy, 
whatever the facts, spelled ruin; the tribe would 
respond to the black magic by ousting the 
“named one” from the social organism. There 
was no appeal from the incantation. In rare 
cases the ingenuity of another medicine-man 
might help and the taboo be averted. That was 
Welch’s achievement; he had saved the junior 
member and the tribe was pleased because most 
of its members no longer believed that such a 
miracle was possible. 

It would be inaccurate to maintain that the 
personal prestige of McCarthy had not suffered 
during the hearings. Despite the abject nature 
of the proceedings, the obvious predilections of 
the impartial Jenkins, the weakness of the Ar- 
my’s presentation and the apparent unwilling- 
ness to challenge McCarthy’s continued domi- 
nance of his Committee, the American public 
did have the opportunity to perceive that the 
Senator from Wisconsin was no longer sacro- 
sanct. Respectable Republicans addressed him 
in less than flattering terms. One could disap- 
Prove of McCarthy and possibly escape listing 


as a Red by the Attorney General. In the terms 
of McCarthy’s personal power and prospects 
that was no mean resu!t. McCarthy the indi- 
vidual is no longer inviolable. 

One would like to believe that the dimming 
of the McCarthy aura was due to the wholesale 
exposure of his familiar tactics of which the 
faked photograph was only one ingenious exam- 
ple. Unfortunately, since these tactics had been 
on display throughout his political career, that 
is probably not the entire explanation. Those 
with a stomach for the McCarthy technique be- 
fore the hearings will not lose their appetite be- 
cause of the jolly disclosures during the so-called 
trial. The sole good of the tragic farce which 
held the United States spell-bound for weeks was 
that McCarthy appeared as a legitimate target 
for attack not only by cranks and “pinks” but 
by red-blooded Americans who see red with the 
best of them. The faint-of-heart, who under- 
stood the score all along, may now perhaps be 
less timid about making their views known: The 
cautious whisperers may become vocal, realizing 
that the whispering is, at the worst, premature. 

Still another gain should be chalked up for 
the hearings — the emergence of the Indian 
called Charlie. In an affidavit sent by Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Hensel to Senator Mundt 
in connection with the hearings, the following 
addition to American folk-lore should be noted: 
“I then asked him (McCarthy) why he ever 
made charges against me when he knew that he 
did not have any evidence to support such 
charges. He replied that he followed a maxim 
taught him by an Indian named Charlie with 
whom he had worked on a farm. Charlie, ac- 
cording to Senator McCarthy, urged the rule of 
conduct that if one was ever approached by 
another person in a not completely friendly fa- 
shion one should start kicking at the other per- 
son as fast as possible below the belt until that 
other person was rendered helpless. Senator Mc- 
Carthy stated that he followed that principle in 
this case.” The striking resemblance between 
Charlie’s recommendaticns and similar maxims 
in Hitler’s chapters on propaganda in Mein 
Kampf is no doubt purely coincidental. At 
any rate we must be grateful to McCarthy that 
he did not father this wisdom onto Jefferson or 
Lincoln. While the echoes of Fourth of July 
oratory still rend the air, we are at least clear 
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about one totem pole to which we are called, 
and the homely truths that adorn it. 

All this is on the credit side. But the blessing 
is mixed. Though the Senator from Wisconsin 
may not be sitting quite as pretty as before, In- 
dian Charlie and his cohorts are alive and whoop- 
ing. McCarthy may or may not come a cropper, 
but McCarthyism goes marching on. Despite 
charges and attacks, in and outside the Senate, 
not one moment in the hearings suggested that 
the fundamentals of McCarthyism were being 
questioned. That is where the tears of Counsel 


Pharaoh Cheops 


T° IMPORTANT and interesting archaeological 
exhumations have occurred in recent weeks. 
The first took place in Egypt, where the funer- 
ary solar ships intended to carry the soul of 
Pharaoh Cheops have been uncovered. The sec- 
ond occurred in the Soviet Far East where a 
correspondent of the New York Times was final- 
ly permitted to view (under proper escort and 
guidance, of course) the mysterious territory 
known as the Jewish Autonomous Oblast of 
Birobidzhan, which Mescow had originally pro- 
claimed as the territorial repository of the body 
and soul of Yiddish culture in the Soviet Union. 
We regret to state that, after an examination of 
the detailed reports of these two discoveries, we 
now know quite a bit about the reign of Pharaoh 
Cheops nearly five thousand years ago, whereas 
our acquaintance with conditions in contempo- 
rary Birobidzhan is still sadly deficient. If there 
is a moral in this fact, it is probably this — that 
the hieroglyphics of censored Soviet propaganda 
are more skilfully contrived than those of the 
late departed Pharaoh. 

Nevertheless, it is worth making an effort to 
decipher Mr. Harrison E. Salisbury’s censored 
report in the Times. After all, Birobidzhan is 
part of our contemporary world; many thou- 
sands of people live there; Mr. Salisbury is the 
first foreigner to visit this terra incognita in al- 
most two decades; there was a time not so long 
ago when many thousands of American Jews 
devoted much time, effort, emotion and money 
to help build what they thought would be a truly 
autonomous Jewish population center on the 
banks of the Amur. They, at least, are entitled 
to know what became of their fond dream and 
what was accomplished with their dedicated do- 
nations. 

It is therefore cheering to inform the count- 
less souls who during the late twenties and most 
of the thirties were convinced that the earthly 
Jerusalem had been moved to the neighborhood 
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Welch come in. As long as we live in an atmos. 
phere in which a man can be threatened with 
ruin because he once belonged to the Lawyers 
Guild, or the Consumers Union, or his mother. 
in-law was a communist, or his mother took him 
to a Young Communist picnic at the age of 
twelve, there can be no hope of deliverance from 
Indian Charlie. When such revelations will be 
greeted with a good American “So what?” jn. 
stead of hysterics, we will know that we are 
partly on the road of return to national sanity, 


and Birobidzhan 


of Khabarovsk, and that ex oriente lux literally 
meant that henceforth the light of learning and 
of culture will shine forth from the borderland; 
of Manchuria, that their efforts had not all been 
wasted. While being escorted through Biro- 
bidzhan’s “eight or ten small light industrial 
establishments” which are the heart of Biro- 
bidzhan’s urban economy, the Times correspon- 
dent distinctly saw a cloth cutting machine 
bearing an indisputably American trade mark. 


Mk. Saispury saw many other things, some 

of them unexpected and even unlooked for: 
such are the risks and promises of archaeological 
research — one looks for one thing and one 
finds the answer to a totally different question. 
In Birobidzhan Mr. Salisbury literally stumbled 
on the answer to a question that in recent years 
has perplexed many students of Soviet affairs. 
What happened to the Tartars of the Crimean 
Tartar Republic and to the populations of some 
Caucasian autonomous regions which the Soviet 
government had uprooted and exiled to Siberia, 
was a question that troubled both friends and 
foes of the Soviet regime. Even such a friendly 
interpreter of Soviet civilization as Corliss Le 
mont could only state vaguely that the Tartar 
people had been moved to a “remote but fertile” 
area in Siberia. Mr. Salisbury of the Times found 
the answer: the Crimean Tartars — many of 
them, at any rate — are in Birobidzhan, together 
with other exiled Caucasian groups. 

But our chief interest is directed toward the 
question: What became of Birobidzhan as a Jew- 
ish autonomous territorial center? A careful 
study of Mr. Salisbury’s report yields much de- 
pressing information. He did not encounter } 
single school where Yiddish was taught (Hebrew 
had been taboo from the very start). The sol 
Yiddish theater closed down some years ago be 
cause it had become “unprofitable.” Since cot 
siderations of profit do not motivate Sovil 
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society, the censored fact is easily discernible: 
the Soviet authorities shut it down. A Russian 
daily with a circulation of 10,000 serves the 
journalistic needs of Birobidzhan which has a 
total population of 200,000 — a pitifully in- 
significant circulation by any American or 
Western European standards. There also exists 
a Yiddish paper Birobidzhaner Shtern (Biro- 
bidzhan Star) published three times a week in 
1,000 copies. Mr. Salisbury explains this ano- 
malous situation — rather, he reports what his 
Soviet guides said: “The Jews of Birobidzhan, 
except for insignificant older elements, all read 
and use the Russian language and in fact prefer 
Russian to Yiddish.” Similarly “there were no 
displays of Yiddish language literature in the 
library,” and in the regional museum, which con- 
tains a wealth of all kinds of exhibits, the sole 
reminder that this museum was located in an 
autonomous Jewish region was a single copy of 
the Shtern dated 1935. 


E WILL NOT quarrel with the “preference” 
for the Russian language of the one hundred 
thousand Jews of Birobidzhan. Preference is pre- 
sumably a matter of taste. But the Jews of 
Soviet Birobidzhan seem to have become mum- 
mified also in other ways. “Never during the 
question periods,” Mr. Salisbury relates, ‘‘which 
uniformly occurred when this correspondent 
was escorted through schools, factories or other 
institutions, were questions asked about Jews 
abroad, Israel, Zionism or other matters of Jew- 
ish interest. Officials said this reflected a lack 
of interest on the part of Jews in such matters.” 
This lack of interest would be far more con- 
vincing if it weren’t quite so unanimous. As it 
is, it tells volumes of a quite different story. It 
reveals inhuman repression of all cultural and 
social affinities; it suggests a cruel censorship 
over free speech such as can be imposed only 
under a regime of complete totalitarianism. Mr. 
Salisbury reports the existence of a single tiny 
orthodox synagogue in all of Birobidzhan, and 
he has referred to the “insignificant older ele- 
ments” who still have an attachment to Yiddish 
and for whose benefit the Shfern is published. 
But it is highly inconceivable that all the young 
and adventurous elements who braved the Si- 
berian wilderness in the thirties imbued with the 
ideal of a Soviet Jewish Autonomous Region 
should have become so indifferent in a brief 
twenty years. Upon closer examination it is also 
quite unbelievable that the younger elements, 
born and raised in Birobidzhan, should be so 
completely indifferent to all matters of Jewish 
interest. Surely there must be at least a handful 
among them with imagination and curiosity 
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reaching out beyond the confines of Birobidzhan. 
Were the official Soviet interpretation that there 
exists a total lack of interest to be accepted at 
face value, it would be a shocking admission of 
barbarization, of the reduction of even the 
young and intellectually eager elements to a 
state of complete indifference to everything ex- 
cept their immediate present. Frotunately, this 
appears not to be the case. With typically com- 
munist heavy-handedness, Mr. Salisbury’s Soviet 
guides overdid the show and have thus given 
themselves away. The lack of questions was 
not a result of total indifference. Such 100 
percent indifference cannot exist anywhere in 
civilized society. It was rather the result of 
total suppression. 


Nor was a Note of humor lacking in the re- 

port. When the Times correspondent asked 
his communist guide why Yiddish was being 
neglected in the Autonomous Jewish district, 
while so much loving care was being lavished on 
the Yakut language and culture in neighboring 
Yakutia, he was initiated into the dialectics of 
the Soviet handling of the nationality problem. 
He was told that “in Yakutia and other ‘young- 
er’ Soviet republics the problem was one of un- 
developed or hitherto neglected or repressed na- 
tional qualities. With the Jews it was a question 
of a matured nationality and therefore there was 
neither the need nor the place for the kind of 
helping hand that the Soviet extends to less de- 
veloped nationalities of aiding them to develop 
their language, literature, history and cultural 
heritage.” In other words, assistance and encour- 
agement are offered to backward or oppressed 
nationalities, and once having gained their sup- 
port as well as control over them, they are gently 
eradicated as a national or ethnic group and en- 
couraged toward a “preference” for Russian. 
Whatever else one may say about this policy, it 
appears to work very efficiently in the interests 
of Russification. The most ardent reactionary 
Slavophile could not have hoped for more. It 
was by this policy that thousands of Russian 
Jews were lured to the forests of Birobidzhan 
with the promise of an autonomous Jewish re- 
gion, and more thousands of American Jews 
were hoaxed into believing this promise and giv- 
ing it their moral and financial aid. Once the 
last crumb of profit had been extracted from 
this hoax, a “preference for Russian” suddenly 
developed and Birobidzhan became just another 
province in the far-flung empire of Mother Rus- 
i. 

But the experiment in Birobidzhan is too re- 
cent that all traces of its original purpose should 
have been eradicated. Mr. Salisbury did see that 
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the street signs, and those on some public insti- 
tutions in the capital city, were in both Russian 
and Yiddish. 

It has been said of the Czarist Russian empire 
that it was ‘“‘a prison of nationalities.” Of the 
Soviet Russian empire it may be said with equal 
justice that it is a cemetery of nationalities, with 
only a few headstones remaining to mark the 
graves. The grave of Soviet Jewry’s national 
aspirations in Birobidzhan is still marked with 
a few hieroglyphics in Yiddish script. But the 
climate of Birobidzhan is cold and damp. The 
winds of government-encouraged “preference” 
blow hard. Soon even these last reminders will 
be erased by the wind, snow and rain. 


Where There Is No Vision 


UNE IS TRADITIONALLY the month of conven- 
tions in this country. Conventions elect of- 
ficers. By the first week in July some of these 
officers are sufficiently at home in their new roles 
to make public statements and give interviews. 
One of the earliest of these is an “exclusive 
interview” with the new president of the Zionist 
Organization of America (General Zionists), 
Mr. Mortimer May, appearing in the National 
Jewish Post of July 2. It is a depressing inter- 
view, to say the least. We are all aware, and we 
have often discussed it in the pages of this jour- 
nal, that the Zionist movement is at present in 
the trough of one of the cyclical declines. The 
present decline is also marked by an ideological 
crisis and some uncertainty about the course to 
be followed in the future. Both crisis and un- 
certainty are largely the result of the apocalyptic 
events in Jewish history during the past decade 
which have radically altered the scene, solved 
some problems and moved to the fore many new 
ones that would not have arisen for many years, 
had history flown along its course more peace- 
fully. But even when we take all the above into 
consideration, Mr. May’s equivalent of a Maiden 
Speech as president of ZOA arouses sombre spe- 
culations about the future of ZOA. It is hard 
to find a parallel to it for sterility of thought, 
lack of vision and narrow partisanship. 

What did Mr. May have to say to the Zionist 
movement, the Jewish community, and _ the 
country at large so soon after his election? Said 
Mr. May: it “would be helpful to Israel” to de- 
flate the Histadrut, Israel’s powerful Federation 
of Labor which has borne the brunt of pioneer- 
ing in that country during the past three decades. 
He did not (in this interview) offer any detailed 
explanation why Histadrut should be “‘deflated,” 
to what extent, or how a pioneering country 
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like Israel could possibly benefit from such “de. 
flation.” He merely repeated the antideluvian 
dictum that Labor must be put in its place, be- 
cause “Socialism is an uneconomic system and 
inevitably leads to loss of freedom and an autho- 
ritarian state.” What about the fact that Israel 
has been built precisely by a socialist minded 
labor movement which sought neither profits 
nor comforts and went to drain the swamps of 
the Emek, and to cultivate the sands of the Ne- 
gev and the rocky lands of Galilee and Judea 
where they established their kibbutzim and mo- 
shavim? What of the fact that virtually all 
industrial enterprises thriving in Israel today 
were first pioneered by Histadrut cooperatives 
at a time when “private enterprise” studiously 
stayed away because there were few or no profits 
in pioneering, and that today also Histadrut is 
in the van of social and economic pioneering? 
Oh, well, the brave Halutzim certainly deserve 
credit, and Mr. May generously concedes that 
“the cooperative movement and the kibbutzim 
are meritorious for a pioneer society.” But is 
not Israel still a pioneering country requiring 
such cooperative labor? Mr. May did not deny 
this. Facts are facts, but he apparently felt that 
the dangers of creeping socialism are much more 
to the point, and while socialism (read: kib- 
butzim, moshavim, cooperatives) could be re- 
tained on a “pilot plant basis” Israel must be 
made safe for private enterprise. Is private en- 
terprise in any way hindered or discouraged in 
Israel? No, Mr. May did not say so, but his con- 
tribution to the current debate regarding the 
two-way flow of ideas between America and 
Israel consisted in the suggestion that “if we 
want to bring an American economic contribu- 
tion to Israel, it must be free enterprise.” Mr. 
May did not even urge his colleagues of like sen- 
timents to invest their capital in free enterprises 
in the Negev, or even in Tel Aviv. He merely 
offered Israel the principle of free enterprise (a 
principle, incidentally, which is quite widely 
practiced there already). Perhaps the investors 
will follow after the Histadrut is properly “de- 
flated.” If “socialism inevitably leads to loss of 
freedom and an authoritarian state” (What kind 
of socialism, Mr. May? Histadrut socialism? 
Swedish socialism? Danish? Norwegian? Brit- 
ish socialism under the Labor Party?) one would 
have expected the new president of ZOA to de- 
nounce the lack of freedom in Israel and the 
“authoritarian” government under Ben Gurion 
and Sharett. He voiced no such criticism; the 
freedom and democracy apparently are there 
even under Mapai government, but — the His- 
tadrut must be deflated, and that’s that. 
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It is therefore not surprising that Mr. May’s 
logic led him to the inevitable and correct con- 
clusion, when asked about his views on halutziut 
(pioneering in Israel), that ““We’ve made such 
a failure of it. Without halutziut Zionism is 
yery weak, maybe even sterile.” 

We quite agree with Mr. May’s last conclu- 
son. Without halutziut, in every sense of this 
term, Zionism is sterile. The vitality and force 
of Zionism stemmed from the very fact that it 
was a pioneering movement — politically, eco- 
nomically, socially, culturally. That is why it 
gained the sympathy not only of the vast ma- 
jority of Jews, but also of all liberal and forward 
looking elements in the world. At the present 
time it may be necessary to adapt some of the 
purposes and activities of Zionism to the new 
circumstances. But McKinley-era pronounce- 
ments about putting labor in its place and Ro- 
tarian maxims about private enterprise are hard- 
ly the type of flint that will strike sparks of 
creative enthusiasm even within the ranks of 


ZOA. 


A Convention of Reaffirmation 


I" Is DIFFICULT to evaluate the 29th National 
Convention of the Labor Zionist Organization 
held in Philadelphia last month. As conventions 
go, it was singularly lacking in all those ap- 
purtenances to which we have been accustomed 
in the hurly-burly of American Jewish organ- 
izational life—the “‘big names,” the resounding 
pronunciamentos, or even in our own case, the 
heated “ideological” debates. In part, this was 
due to the concentration on internal problems 
of organization, administration and movement 
unification—vital problems for the welfare of 
the LZOA with which the convention had to 
deal, but which are devoid of glamor and do 
not excite the imagination. To an even greater 
extent, however, this was undoubtedly due to 
the sober realization that what is needed today 
is not a new ideology but a reassertion of the 
basic purposes of Labor Zionism as they relate 
to every phase of Jewish life. 

In its own quiet, reflective and introspective 
way this convention was one of reaffirmation. 
It reaffirmed the fundamental Labor Zionist 
principle of “‘self-realization” of the ideals in 
which one believes. It clearly set forth the du- 
ties of a Labor Zionist to help secure, strengthen 
and build the struggling democracy in Israel; 
to regard personal aliya as a central objective 
of his Zionism; to devote himself to Jewish cul- 
tural and spiritual pursuits; to study Hebrew; 
to provide his own children with a Jewish edu- 
cation and to foster a healthier Jewish educa- 
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tion generally; to help build a more meaningful 
and democratically constituted Jewish commu- 
nity; and finally, to relate the broad socio- 
ethical concepts of Labor Zionism not only to 
the shaping of the future cooperative common- 
wealth in Israel, but also to the life and needs 
of America and of all humankind. 

Proclaiming the golden jubilee of the move- 
ment’s existence in this country, and pointing 
up its many achievements in the past fifty years, 
the convention made sober note of the many 
tasks that lie ahead and emphasized the pioneer- 
ing mission the Labor Zionist movement still has 
to perform in American Jewish life as well as 
in Israel. 

To fulfill this mission, it called for a revival 
of faith among its own adherents and for the 
reinvigoration of their sense of collective re- 
sponsibility, while at the same time it invited to 
the active fold all those tens of thousands who 
until now have stood on the periphery. In the 
final analysis, the evaluation of the convention 
will depend not so much on what was said in 
the last three days it was in session, as on what 
will be done in the coming period. 


Semitic Anti-Semitism 


0, this is not an editorial on Jewish self- 
hatred. The subject suggested by the title 
was brought to our attention by a recent report 
from the Middle East. The Arab League has 
decreed that in the future all Arab athletic teams 
participating in international sport events 
should refuse to be matched against any Israeli 
team, or any foreign team which has Jews among 
its members. Ironically enough, a Jewish sports- 
man who is a native of Egypt, for instance, (a 
small Jewish community still remains in Egypt) 
would not be prevented from playing on the 
Egyptian team. In passing this decree the Arab 
League has done itself a dubious favor. Thus 
far the official Arab argument always has been 
that they have nothing against Jews as such, pro- 
vided these live outside Israel and are not Zion- 
ists. This argument sounded logical to many 
who are not familiar with the facts. Now the 
Arab leaders have apparently decided that, even 
at the risk of offending the American Council 
for Judaism, it is no longer worth the trouble 
to try and distinguish between Zionists and mere 
Jews, for, scratch a Jew and you will find a Zion- 
ist. It is not likely, however, that in 1954 the 
international world of sports will purge itself 
of all Jews in order to placate the anti-Semitic 
tantrums of the Arab League. The Arab sports- 
men will simply have to commit rassenschande 
on the athletic fields of the world, or have all 
the goals scored by others. 
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Israeli Youth 


by David Ben Gurion 


On June 10, 1954, David Ben Gurion, first Prime 
Minister of Israel, addressed a nation-wide con- 
course of Israeli high school students at Sheikh 
Munis, near Tel Aviv. We bring here the out- 
standing parts of this address. 


a reemanns OF IsRAEL: 

Contemporary Jewish history confronts you, 
and the entire young generation in Israel, with 
a fateful choice: Personal career or a mission 
in life? 

Six years ago, when you were still children, 
your brothers and sisters, your relatives and your 
older friends, fought the war of liberation and 
many of them gave their lives. 

This was a unique war in many respects. 
Many nations have fought for their independ- 
ence. These were all peoples who always lived 
in their lands but had been subjected to strang- 
ers for a time. Our war was different. Our 
people had been separated from its homeland for 
many centuries. Thirty-five years ago, at the 
end of World War I, there were only some 
58,000 Jews in the country. The last time we 
fought for our national independence in this 
country at the time of Bar Kochba and Rabbi 
Akiba was 1813 years ago. Since that time we 
have been removed from our land and scattered 
throughout the world. There is not another ex- 
ample in human history that after 1800 years 
a people should return to its country, reestablish 
its state and fight for its independence. This 
unique fact confirms that we are an eternal 
people. 

Another unusual fact distinguished this war. 
We stood a handful against many—650,000 
against 30 million; an unequipped army that 
was organized in the course of the war against 
seven armies of the Arab countries. We were 
outnumbered forty to one yet we prevailed. 
Again a truth recurring in Jewish history was 
confirmed: the truth of the superiority of the 
spirit. 

There was also a third distinguishing factor. 
Volunteers from fifty-two countries on all the 
continents participated in our war of liberation. 
The number of volunteers amounted to less 
than twenty percent of our entire fighting force, 
but they provided us with technical skills which 
we could not develop underground: pilots, 
tankists, artillery men, captains of war vessels. 
It is doubtful whether we could have won with- 
out them. This movement of volunteers revealed 


the wondrous unity and fate partnership of the 
Jewish people despite its dispersion throughout 
the world. 


YET vespiTeE all this we must realize that the 

implications of this wondrous saga of valor 
are of limited significance. The war of inde. 
pendence did not, and could not, bring about 
the desired redemption of land and people. It 
did not reunite the dispersed people, nor restore 
the desolateness of the homeland. It did not 
assure economic independence, nor did it even 
provide us with peace and security. The victory 
was not final and the struggle with our enemies 
was not concluded. 

I do not say this in order to belittle the signi- 
ficance of the war of independence. I have no 
interest in doing so.. I say this so that we should 
understand our true situation. 

The victory in our war of independence pro- 
vided us with one great fact, a prime instrument 
for our redemption: Jewish sovereignty in the 
homeland. The lack of this instrument for 
twenty-six hundred years since the destruction 
of the first Temple—with the exception of a 
brief period during the rule of the early Macca- 
bees from Simon, the son of Matathias till Alex- 
ander Yanai—proved to be an undoing in Jew- 
ish history. 

During the few years since our state came into 
being, we have seen the great value of this pri- 
mary instrument: great achievements in the in- 
gathering of the dispersion; tremendous accomp- 
lishments in the reclamation of the desert; the 
creation of hundreds of agricultural settlements; 
the establishment of thousands of shops and 
factories; the construction of tens of thousands 
of housing units; the development of aviation 
and waterborne transport; the expansion of the 
educational system; the fostering of the Hebrew 
language, and of literature and science; an in- 
crease in our defensive strength; greater respect 
for Israel throughout the world. 

But we are still far from the ultimate haven, 
and it is necessary to see also the other aspects 
of the situation. The establishment of the State 
of Israel was a serious venture bearing potentiali- 
ties of danger. It was a challenge to fate, a re- 
bellion against Jewish and world history. 

Permit me to quote from the words of the 
Prime Minister spoken six years ago, four months 
before the end of the war: 

*.,. In a sense we confront the whole world, 
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and not only the Arab armies. This is a historic 
encounter between the Jewish people and all its 
foes, oppressors and tormentors everywhere and 
at all times. This is not a local encounter, and 
its roots in time go far beyond the present. Is- 
rael seeks atonement for the humiliation of many 
generations; it presents its case against the na- 
tions of the world. The fate of the Land of 
Israel will not be decided only by a military 
showdown between Jews and Arabs, though it 
will not be: decided at all without it.” 

The truth of the matter is that the establish- 
ment of the state confronted us with a difficult 
struggle not only with the outside world, but 
also with ourselves, a struggle against Galut ha- 
bits and against our past that had been detached 
from reality and from the responsibility of in- 
dependence in the homeland. 

I will try to outline briefly the historical back- 
ground of the two struggles, the external one 
and the internal one. Fundamental historical 
facts inherent in our country and our people 
determine this background. Let me begin with 
the country. 


HIs IS A SMALL country with a great past. The 

Land of Israel is like the people Israel: its 
history far exceeds its geography. It is situated 
in the heart of the Middle East which was the 
cradle of human civilization four and five thou- 
sand years ago. It lies at the crossroads of three 
continents. It was the scene of events held sa- 
cred by hundreds of millions of people through- 
out the world outside of India, China and Japan. 
It is one of the three countries that have shaped 
the culture of Europe and America—the other 
two being Greece and Rome. From this country 
came the Book of Books which has been trans- 
lated into all langugaes, unlike any other book. 
During the seventh century something happened 
in the desert of Arabia that basically altered 
the geopolitical condition of Eretz Israel. A pro- 
phet arose among the tribes of Arabia who 
preached faith in one God and fused the scat- 
tered tribes into a unified nation. Imbued with 
the fire of the new faith, his followers conquered 
a great empire in Asia, Africa and Europe. 

Such things have happened before. From time 
to time new empires have come up. The Arab 
empire spread the new faith among many na- 
tions. This, too, has happened before. The 
disciples of Buddha and the apostles of Jesus of 
Nazareth have done the same. But this time 
something unprecedented occurred: together 
with the new faith the Arab conquerors also 
imposed their language on all the nations of 
the Middle East, with the exception of Persia 
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and Turkey, and on all the peoples living in 
North Africa, from Egypt to Morocco. 

The Jewish people is dispersed among the 
Christian and Moslem nations. These nations 
know that Eretz Israel is the birthplace of the 
Jewish people, but all the time they saw the 
Jewish people away from its land and scattered 
in their midst. For thirteen hundred years 
Christianity and Islam fought for control of 
this country. My generation saw both Moslem 
and Christian rule in this country. The Chris- 
tian and Moslem nations knew the Jews be- 
cause these were dispersed in their midst, but 
they never knew Jews as an independent nation. 
The establishment of the State of Israel was 
therefore a startling and surprising innovation 
and they are not yet ready to acquiesce to it. 


UR PEOPLE always was and always will be a 

small people—this fact we must realize in 
all its cruel vividness. There is nothing dis- 
honorable about this. Small nations have ful- 
filled great roles in the history of humanity. 
greater than those of many large nations. Our 
role in the history of mankind is in reverse pro- 
portion to our numbers. But in the struggle 
for existence numbers are important. 

We are and we have been not only a small 
people but also a lone one. Nearly every other 
people has close kinfolk that stand by it. There 
is a family of Scandinavian nations, of Slavic 
peoples, of Arab peoples, of Latin American 
nations. We have no close kin among the na- 
tions. We stand alone in world history. This is 
not an accident. We have always been an ex- 
ception among peoples, a nation differing from 
all its neighbors. We are the most non-conform- 
ist people in the world. 

Even in ancient times, in the long ago world 
of Egypt and Babylonia, in the classic world of 
Greece and Rome, we were a unique people 
on earth. We learned much from our neigh- 
bors, we took more than a little from them, but 
we retained our uniqueness and differences. 

The Jewish pople was the first in the history 
of mankind to introduce a new world concept 
of a single superior power without body or the 
likeness of a body, without beginning and with- 
out end, that created everything, directs every- 
thing and guides the world along lines of truth, 
mercy, justice and peace. Contrary to all the 
other peoples which created their gods in their 
own images, the Jewish people believed that 
man was created in the image of God, in the 
image of the sole creating power which rains 
down justice from above and encourages mercy 
and justice below and commands man “thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Man in the 
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image of God means the unity of mankind, the 
brotherhood of man, a world order of justice 
and peace in place of the rule of might. 

I do not wish to say that the Jewish people 
was the greatest in the world in terms of spirit. 
Other nations, in ancient times and in later 
days, contributed mightily to the culture of 
mankind, and we must properly appreciate this 
wealth which we have enjoyed. But there is one 
area in which no other people in the world 
exceeds us, either in the past or in the present, 
and this is spiritual strength. 

In the dispersion this was a passive strength 
—the strength of a people that refuses to bow 
to fate or to forces stronger than itself. In 
more recent generations, when the first halutzim 
who founded Petach Tikva came from Jerus- 
alem and from Hungary, this spiritual strength 
became an active, creative, dominant force. It 
was no longer content with non-submission to 
fate, but tried to control fate and to change it. 

The world does not easily become reconciled 
to the full significance of an independent Jew- 
ish nation. The Arab nations stand ready to 
destroy us at the first opportunity, and they 
are not alone in their hostility and opposition. 
To a greater or leser extent they have the aid 
of great powers. We must still win our new 
status in the world by constant and intense 
effort. But this is not our sole or chief hard- 
ship. Our chief and decisive struggle will be 
waged internally, within the Jewish people and 
country. 

A declaration of independence does not trans- 
form an exiled and dispersed people that is 
estranged from the roots of vitality and inde- 
pendence into a self-sustaining nation. Great 
and manifold changes are required. First it is 
necessary to change the geographical fact of 
dispersion into ingathering in the homeland. 
A still more difficult transformation must be 
achieved in the economic and cultural structure 
of our life. Jews returning to the homeland 
who continue to live there as they did in the 
Diaspora will transfrom the state into a new 


Galut.... 


T Is UP TO you to lay firm foundations for 
the future of the nation and the country. I 
will touch briefly on the chief of these in the 
ascending scale of their importance: 


A) Preference for Unifying Forces. 


We are a free people. Each of us is free to 
think, to speak and to write as he pleases. Free 
people have their own opinions, and these vary 
and conflict. There also exists a variety of op- 
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posing interests in our midst, important and leg 
important ones, genuine and imaginary ones, 
But the exaggerated and morbid differentiation 
which works havoc in our public life, both that 
of the state and that of society, is not the prod- 
uct of justified differences of opinion or of gen- 
uine conflict of interests. It is the result of the 
moral anarchy and Galut habits of a people 
estranged from the responsibilities of self-goy- 
ernment and control of its fate... . 

Sincere differences of opinion can be a bless- 
ing if they are not artificially encouraged and 
exaggerated. It is important to guard the natur- 
al and justifiable limits of differences of opinion. 
I am certain that what unites the people by far 
exceeds that which divides them, especially 
among the youth. 


B) Moral Integrity. 


The youth must avoid the easy and demor- 
alizing path of fault finding. The state has 
special instruments designed for this purpose. 
There is a Knesset, there are government in- 
spectors, police, courts, and they are authorized 
to enforce the law and to prevent wrongdoing 
and dishonesty, and they do their job loyally 
and responsibly and, I think, also with consid- 
erable efficiency. Many of the fault finders 
merely seek to hide their own sins which may 
be much worse than those they ostensibly ex- 
pose. Rabbi Israel Salanter, a great and out- 
standing man, once:said that every Jew should 
seek his own sins and shortcomings, but should 
look only for the good qualities of his neighbor. 
Our society will rise high if it follows this rule' 
of Rabbi Salanter. 


C) Fusion of the Migrations. 


The mightiest accomplishment after the war 
of independence was the absorption of three 
quarters of a million immigrants from all cor- 
ners of the earth, most of them from the most 
oppressed dispersions in Eastern Europe, North 
Africa and backward Asiatic countries. 


This great achievement, unparalleled in Jew- 
ish history, was accompanied by a great short- 
coming: the attitude of estrangement on the 
part of the long-settled community toward the 
newcomers. The state did whatever it could, 
with the aid of the Zionist movement, to bring 
these dispersions home. It provided the immi- 
grants with transportations to Israel, it gave 
them both temporary and permanent living 
quarters; it concerned itself with their employ- 
ment, health, and the education of their chil- 
dren. But the state alone could not absorb and 
fuse these immigrants at the rate required. 
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There is no doubt that everyone in the country 
enthusiastically supported the policy of unlim- 
ted immigration, but only few displayed an at- 
titude of brotherhood toward the immigrants. 
The rest left the task of absorption to the state. 

Most of the immigrants came from backward 
countries without either material or cultural 
wealth. Two peoples thus came into being in 
Israel: one that is rooted in the economy and 
the culture that have developed during the past 
three generations with the aid of the best talents 
in the Jewish people, and another nation of 
immigrants whom history has cruelly deprived 
of both cultural and material possessions. 

We cannot long exist in this condition of 
two peoples. Let not the long-established com- 
munity delude itself that its sons will provide 
the lawyers, officials, and leaders, the teachers 
and the writers, while the new immigrants will 
be the hewers of wood and the drawers of 
water. Such a thing shall not come to pass. 
Either we will all ascend or we will all slip 
downward. Either the State of Israel will be- 
come like Iraq or Lebanon, or the new immi- 
grants will be lifted up to the level of the old 
community and together we will preserve the 
moral and cultural level of our country. Israel 
shall not be split in two. It is a question of life 
and death for us, and the absorption of the 
immigrants will not come about unless the 
best and most talented in our midst will go 
to live among them. Thus far only a handful 
went, especially from the moshavim. Even the 
teachers, who in the past played such a decisive 
role in the Jewish renaissance, did not respond 
to the needs of the immigrants at this time, so 
that in most of the immigrant settlements it 
is hard to find a teacher fit for his task. 

Our security, too, will not be firmly founded 
without the uplifting of the individual in our 
midst. Equipment, training, communications 
are very important, but it is the man who is 
decisive in a war. Should we be forced to fight 
again, we will once more be a few against many, 
and our security will rest on the superiority of 
our spiritual accomplishments. This will stand 
us in good stead if it will be the heritage of the 
entire people, and not of a handful only. 


D) Settlement of the Border Areas. 


This is the most important and difficult task 
facing the youth of our generation . . . The lib- 
erated land will be ours only as a result of labor 
and colonization. Settling on the land does not 
imply a renunciation of science, art, literature 
and values of the spirit. Primitive settlement 
of the land will not succeed here. Only by an 


11 


application of the conquests of science and 
technology will we overcome the steppes of the 
Negev, the wild mountains of Judea and Galilee, 
and the sands of the sea shore. In order to 
overcome the thousand-year-old desolation and 
poverty of the homeland, we must have a true 
union between physical and spiritual effort... . 


E) A New Society. 


The state of Israel came into being during 
one of the stormiest and most confused eras in 
human history. Our generation has experienced 
two world wars, and the threat of a third war 
hovers over us... The world of today is caught 
in a web of terrible contradictions such as never 
existed before, because never before has the 
world been so united and yet so split as it is 
today. Israel is an insignificant factor in the 
balance of world power and we cannot tip the 
scale there. But we can show the world a new 
way of life that is a heritage of the vision of 
our prophets and of the efforts of our pioneers 
since we began building our third common- 
wealth. 

Let us create a society without inner con- 
tradictions, one that does away with the barriers 
between luxury and poverty, between manual 
and mental work, between labor and posses- 
SOME. ss 

Our situation in the world will be determined 
by the trust and respect which we will arouse. 
We cannot compete with other nations or equal 
them either in wealth, power or numbers. In 
one thing we can exceed all other nations—in the 
shaping of a new society. 

When we established our state it was as if 
we began the climb up a steep mountain. We 
do not have the choice of remaining stationary. 
Either we ascend to the peak or we roll down 
to the abyss . . . Two laws defined the desired 
image of the state: the Law of the Return and 
the Law of State Education. The first states 
that the ingathering of the dispersion is the 
chief task of the state, the latter defines the 
character of the nation toward which we aim. 
And this is how this law is worded: 

“Tt is the aim of government education to 
found basic education in the country on the 
values of Jewish culture and the attainments of 
science, on love of the homeland and loyalty to 
the Jewish state and people, on training in agri- 
cultural work and the trades, on pioneering 
practice, on the striving after a society founded 
on liberty, equality, tolerance, mutual aid and 
love of mankind.” 

If the youth will say: “We will do so,” his- 
tory will respond, “You will succeed.” 
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Three Generations 
by C. Bezalel Sherman 


gene DIFFERENCES that distinguished the devel-* 
opment of the Jewish community in the 
United States from that of all other white eth- 
nic groups stand out in bold relief when the 
role played in their communal affairs by the 
native generations they have produced is com- 
pared. In so far as the non-Jewish settlements 
constitute centers of ethnic social and cultural 
activities, they represent immigrant colonies. 
Rarely do American born children of these 
immigrants engage in those activities and their 
children’s children hardly ever. As for the great 
grandchildren, they have no organized afhlia- 
tion whatsoever with the ethnic groups of their 
origin. 

It is not so in the case of Jews. They were 
a disjointed and fragmentized community dur- 
ing their early sojourn in this country, and 
became a consolidated community precisely 
when they ceased to be an immigrant settle- 
ment. Today, with about seventy-five percent 
of American Jews born in this country, native 
generations constitute the foundation upon 
which the structure of the Jewish community 
rests. Among those active in Jewish affairs are 
to be found descendants of the first Jewish set- 
tlers who came to this country during the Col- 
onial Period—these are not numerous, to be sure, 
but not inconsiderable when one recalls what 
the total Jewish population was two centuries 
ago. 

The present Jewish community, despite the 
fact that it is now celebrating the three hun- 
dredth anniversary of its founding, is in major 
part the product of mass-immigration, over- 
whelmingly from Eastern Europe, since the 
latter half of the nineteenth century. The grand- 
children of these Jews are now coming of age as 
the third generation which holds the key to the 
Jewish future in this country. It is necessary to 
understand the problems of this generation if 
we are to gain a realistic appraisal of the forces 
that shape contemporary Jewish life. 

Wherein does the third generation, composed 
of the grandchildren of immigrants, differ from 
the second generation which was made up of 
the American born or American reared children 
of immigrants? It is possible to give only a par- 
tial and sketchy answer to the question, and 
even this partial answer will have to be based 
on personal observation rather than on accumu- 
lated data, of which there is woefully little. 


American Jewry has yet to realize the impor- 
tance of studying itself. 


ROM THE FIRST GENERATION of immigrants 

the third generation inherited a tendency 
toward residential concentration, but the rea- 
sons for this concentration, though similar in 
some respects, are far from identical. Social dis- 
crimination and restrictive covenants directed 
against Jews were among the negative factors 
that contributed to the rise of exclusively Jew- 
ish districts in the important urban centers; but 
an even more decisive factor was the positive 
desire on the part of Jews of the first generation 
to live among Jewish neighbors and to create a 
Jewish environment that would satisfy their 
religious and social—not infrequently, also eco- 
nomic—needs and requirements. So far as con- 
siderable numbers of the third generation are 
concerned, the desire to live with other Jews 
makes itself felt after they have moved into a 
new neighborhood. They were not attracted 
to the new surroundings because they sought a 
Jewish environment; it was rather the other way 
around. 


Jews of the first generation did not remain 
frozen to the confines of the established ghettos. 
The more enterprising plunged into the streams 
of real estate booms that the growth of the 
larger cities provided and played no small part 
in the development of new subdivisions through- 
out the country. They contributed little to the 
geographical extension of the American frontiers, 
but had a major share in the expansion of cities 
like New York and Chicago, Detroit and Los 
Angeles, Boston and Cleveland. Brownsville in 
Brooklyn, Lawndale and Albany Park in Chi- 
cago, and similar districts in other cities were 
largely built up by the pioneering spirit of Jew- 
ish immigrants. The second generation contin- 
ued on the trail that the first had blazed but 
the third deviated to a substantial degree. 


Reflecting general trends, the building activ- 
ities of the third generation move in the direc- 
tion of the sparsely populated areas on_ the 
periphery of the cities and away from the over- 
crowded centers. In some suburban settlements 
that have recently come up, Jews—including 
a large proportion of the third generation—con- 
stitute a majority of the population; in others 
they represent a tiny minority. It is noteworthy, 
however, that, owing to the important role of 
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government capital in the new housing develop- 
ments, discrimination is less widespread in the 
new suburbs with the result that there is a 
greater mingling between Jewish and Gentile 
residents than in the cities. 


The first generation erected houses for profit. 
The third generation builds homes to live in. 
The Jew of the first generation was more inter- 
ested in carving out as many rentable dwellings 
as possible in the house he bought. The third 
generation Jew is more concerned about the 
physical appearance of his home. The former 
dealt in “lots.” The latter is becoming ground 
conscious. One has but to observe with what 
pride the young Jewish owner of a suburban 
home waters his lawn, cuts his grass, plants his 
flowers or seeds his garden to appreciate how 
far he has drifted from the habits of his grand- 
father and how close he has come to the living 
patterns of the. average American of compar- 
able social and economic attainments. There are 
good reasons to predict for the suburban set- 
tlements greater stability and a longer life than 
the urban Jewish districts enjoyed. The thriving 
Jewish institutions that come up rapidly in the 
new communities also augur well for the future 
of those communities. 


JEWS OF THE FIRST GENERATION gravitated 
toward trade even at the height of the process 
of industrialization. Those of the third genera- 
tion show a greater inclination toward the pro- 
fessions and white collar work. However, this 
is only one aspect of the picture; there is also 
a psychological side—one that adaptation to 
American conditions has impressed on Jewish 
attitudes. Although the first generation had 
achieved a degree of proletarianization never 
before attained by a Jewish group, it did not 
completely overcome the prejudice with which 
Jews in the old world regarded manual labor. 
Very little of this prejudice is retained in 
the mental make-up of the third generation. 
This does not mean that the latter are actually 
engaged in physical toil in appreciable numbers, 
any more than non-Jews of equal educational 
and social status are represented in this type of 
work. But should the need arise for Jews of 
the third generation to rely on brawn rather 
than on brain for a livelihood, they would 
neither consider it a disgrace nor would they 
be as psychologically and_ technically _ ill- 
equipped to meet the need as were their fore- 
bears. The effects of living in a democratic in- 
dustrial civilization have rendered obsolete no- 
tions that had their roots in a feudal and semi- 
feudal economy under tyrannical regimes. 
Nor should the shift from manual labor ex- 
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perienced by the second generation cause us to 
lose sight of the fact that the third generation 
is witnessing a not inconsiderable process of 
“laborization.” Thousands of Jewish young men 
and women have entered skilled mechanical 
crafts during the past two’ or three decades. 
Among the gainfully employed one can find 
Jews engaged in the building and electrical 
industries, in the production of television, radio, 
aviation, precision instruments, etc. If we add 
to these the large numbers of Jews in, govern- 
ment, office and in the social services, in whole- 
sale and retail salesmanship and in the teaching 
and clerical occupations, we arrive at a much 
higher total of wage earners among the native 
born elements than the. present Jewish com- 
munity is usually credited with having. Since 
these occupations are of a nature that requires 
special training and a high level of education— 
bringing in return steadier employment and 
greater social prestige—they hold out the prom- 
ise of material security which the tailor shop 
did not offer to the Jewish immigrant. With 
social mobility generally slowing down in the 
United States, American Jews appear to be 
entering an era of economic stability. 


O FAR THIS DISCUSSION has centered on the 

differences between the first and third gen- 
erations. Let us now examine some of the dif- 
erences between the latter and the second gen- 
eration. 


The second generation—embracing American 
born or American reared children of immigrant 
parents—is the most unfortunate and least ad- 
justed element among all ethnic groups in the 
United States. Within the heart of this genera- 
tion a relentless struggle between the Old World 
folkways of the immigrant home and the New 
World mores of the American street is waged. 
The rift between fathers and sons takes on 
heartrending forms in this struggle, with the 
former clinging to the spiritual heritage they 
had brought over from their native lands and 
the latter treating this heritage as if it were a 
stumbling block on the road to their full 
*Americanization.” Most of the immigrants 
wanted to preserve as much of their spiritual 
legacy as possible, but they did not always know 
how to do it, or they lacked the means with 
which to do it. Economic adjustment consumed 
so much of their physical and mental strength 
as to leave them very little energy for anything 
else. They thus neglected to provide their chil- 
dren with an adequate Jewish education or 
to instill in them an appreciation of the Jewish 
values that could be made meaningful on the 
American scene. 
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In defense of the Jews of the first generation groups, the Soviet Union appeared as the spear. J 
it should be said that they were compelled to head of the anti-Hitler struggle in the nineteen | rected 
start everything from scratch. They did not thirties. This explains why they were such e against 
find here a suitable system of Jewish education prey for communist maneuvers; Jewish liberals from | 
into which to accommodate upon arrival. Fol- of the second generation fell victim to these this p 
lowing the line of* least resistance, they trans- maneuvers in appreciable numbers. when 
planted the teaching patterns they knew in enthus 
their native countries, and the old fashioned F'rom a DEMOGRAPHIC standpoint the second of the 
heder and the itinerant “Hebrew Teacher” be- generation was probably the least productive }_ itself : 
came standard institutions of American Jewish jn American Jewish history. It spanned a period the co 
education at the end of the nineteenth and the which saw the birth-rate in this country drop ish ma 
beginning of the twentieth centuries, to its lowest point, among Jews even more dras- shied 
In this connection it is necessary to mention tically than among the, rest of the population, who ° 
another factor that had a profound effect upon In summary, we find the second generation as issues, 
the first generation and, by the same token, an in-between layer of Jewish society, one rest O 
upon the second as well. Initiated into political which has broken with the Jewish past and has chamy 
action for the first time by the anti-Zionist lost faith in a Jewish future. There is a basis from 
revolutionary movement in Russia, and later for the oft-repeated expression that the second who | 
by the rapid proletarianization in America, generation is the weakest link in the chain of terest 
many Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe Jewish continuity. mates 
succumbed to an all-digested philosophy of so- It would appear that the third generation, Wi 
cialist internationalism which regarded efforts which has come into its own since the nineteen nome 
to perpetuate Jewish national existence the forties, brings new reinforcements to this chain tion 1 
world over, and to strengthen Jewish group of continuity. It is a generation that takes its bility 
life in this country as a betrayal of working Americanism for granted. Precisely because it first 
class interests. They denied their children a_ is so securely anchored in the political and cul- the / 
Jewish education as a matter of principle and tural organism of the country, this generation has It 
thus put a premium on Jewish illiteracy. They is also free of the disappointments and frustra- lowir 
influenced the march of Jewish events in this tions that consumed the spiritual vitals of the genet 
country to an extent which was out of pro- second generation. Whatever function the four 
portion to their numerical weight. The scars of Jewish heritage serves in the individual lives or tv 
that influence still mark the Jewish mental of Jews of the third generation, it is not charged gene! 
makeup of the second generation. with preventing their absorption into the Amer- W 
Torn away from the old moorings and not 1¢2" Way of life. They therefore lay claim to mark 
yet anchored in the new realities, large segments 4 Share in this heritage, and do not approach thire 
of the second generation presented fertile With disrespect those parts of the heritage which ticip 
ground for the most radical social ideas and ‘e™main outside the sphere of their own interests. act 1 
the most revolutionary views on economic prob- J¢Ws of the third generation are more at logger- atton 
lems. In terms of social passions, the second gen- heads with the radicalism of their fathers than an i 
exation had much in common with its socialist With the Jewishness of their grandfathers. thirc 
parents of the first generation: both were at- In Weltanschauung and political thinking, in mun 

tracted by movements that were dedicated to personal conduct and social relations, in cloth- 

the establishment of a classless society, and both ing and amusement, in aesthetic tastes and in- TH 
held fast to ideals that did not correspond to tellectual stimuli, the third generation is increas- gr 
the conditions of American development. Only ingly guided by the living habits of the Amer- the 
during the decade between the beginning of ican people. To this extent it is emerging as com 
the depression and the outbreak of World War the most conformist generation Eastern Euro- stim 
II did the radicalism of certain segments of the pean immigration has thus far produced. It 1s men 
second generation converge into the stream of far too early for sweeping generalizations, and stre 
leftist sentiment that swept liberal America. yet it would hardly be an exaggeration to state Am 
Paradoxically enough the dejudaized Jewish rad- that Jews are ceasing to be dissenters in the at ¢ 
icals felt completely at home in the processes United States and are becoming more like the wer 
of American democracy only when the more Joneses every day. also 
progressive groups in American political life, There are many—this writer is one of them Jew 
impressed by the global scope of the economic —who do not gloat over this development. The the 
crisis and the international character of the susceptibility to communism which so many sur 
struggle against Nazism, began to think in terms of the second generation have manifested was in t 
of one world. In the deluded eyes of those after all an expression— a warped and misdi- for 
ical 
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rected expression, to be sure, of that protest 
against injustice that burned in the Jewish soul 
from time immemorial. To watch the fires of 
this protest die down is not a pretty sight, 
when it is not suppplanted by a new inspiring 
enthusiasm. However, the growing conformism 
of the third generation is a fact which makes 
itself felt in every walk of life, particularly in 
the colleges and universities. The old time Jew- 
ish mathmid who was engrossed in his books and 
shied away from athletic and social functions, 
who was careless in dress and alert to public 
issues, who had little personal contact with the 
rest of the student body and was not afraid to 
champion unpopular causes, is fast disappearing 
from the campus. He is being replaced by one 
who bears a striking resemblance as regards in- 
terests and behavior, to his non-Jewish school 
mates. 

Whether viewed as a positive or negative phe- 
nomenon, the conformism of the third genera- 
tion is another indication of the increasing sta- 
bility of the American Jewish community. The 
first generation which still had a good deal of 
the luftmensch, was the more daring; the third 
has its feet more firmly set on the ground. Fol- 
lowing the general trend, Jews of the third 
generation raise larger families, with three or 
four children as the standard, rather than one 
or two children as was the case with the second 
generation. 

While the second generation displayed a 
marked tendency toward participation, the 
third generation tends more to belonging. Par- 
ticipation in a cause or movement is a Conscious 
act which is motivated by ideological consider- 
aitons; belonging is an instinctive response to 
an inner urge. It is this urge that brings the 
third generation into the thick of Jewish com- 
munal endeavor in this country. 


THE pEsme for identification with the Jewish 

group is very strong among the members of 
the third generation. Psychological factors have 
combined with sociological developments to 
stimulate this desire. First there was the tre- 
mendous impact of the Hitler misfortune which 
strengthened the community bonds between 
American Jewry and the Jews in other lands 
at a time when the ties of individual kinship 
were becoming looser. The Hitler tragedy has 
also enhanced the sense of responsibility that 
Jews in this country feel for Jewish wellbeing 
the world over. For the first time in history the 
survival of the Jewish people was literally placed 
in the hands of American Jewry. And then too 
for the first time in its experience has the Amer- 
ican Jewish settlement made the shattering dis- 
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covery that anti-Semitism was not something 
that could not make dengerous headway on this 
side of the Atlantic. 

Then came the War. Never before have Jews 
in the American armed forcs fought in a war 
in which Jewish survival was so inextricably 
interwoven with the defense of their own coun- 
try. Many saw action in Europe, Africa and in 
the Far East and came in direct contact with 
Jewish communities of which they had known 
next to nothing. The Jewish people as a world- 
wide entity ceased being an abstract concept 
and became a living reality. This was both a 
terrifying and heart-warming experience, whose 
impact has followed them in civilian life. 


Even more profound was the impact of the 
emergence of the State of Israel. The State 
came into being at a crucial moment in the 
life of American Jewish youth and young adults. 
They had reached a crossroads in the search 
for new anchorage. Negative pressures from 
without sharpened in them the need for identi- 
fication with the Jewish community, but there 
had as yet not crystallized the inner striving to 
give pcopitive meaning to this identification. 
Arising at the time it did, the State of Israel 
became a focal point in this crystallization. 
It turned Jewish “belonging” into a voluntary 
act. The American Jew had been given the 
choice and he elected to remain a Jew because 
he wanted to be one and not because he was 
driven to it by external forces. 


In identifying themselves with the Jewish 
community, Jews of the third generation reject 
the “‘cultural-autonomist” views of the secularist 
sector of the first generation, and the social 
substitutes of the radical sector of the second 
generation. They are far from being strictly 
observant and they reject the vulgar view that 
the Jews of the world represent no more than 
a loose association of fellow religionists. They 
nevertheless see in American Jewry primarily 
a religious community. Their identification 
with the community spells to them, 1) affilia- 
tion with a congregation, and, 2) concern with 
the Jewish upbringing of their children. A 
synagogue, a Jewish school and a community 
center thus became the first Jewish institutions 
to be established—frequently under one roof— 
in the suburban settlements. The builders of 
these institutions are in many instances Jews 
of the third generation who have not been active 
in Jewish affairs prior to their moving into 
the new settlements. 

The third generation has come to what it con- 
strues to be Judaism of its own volition and 
largely unaided. Previous generations have not 
prepared the ground for the creative growth 
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of the Jewish community and have not passed 
on to the third generation an appealing phil- 
osophy of purposeful Jewish living in an Amer- 
ican setting. 

Jewish living outside the State of Israel means 
living in two worlds. The first generation tried 
to resolve the conflicts between these worlds by 
ignoring American reality, the second by ignor- 


From Theodor 


Paris, Autumn, 1895 


I HAVE BEEN OCCUPIED for some time past with 
a work which is of immeasurable greatness. 
I cannot tell to-day whether I shall bring it 
to a close. It has the appearance of a gigantic 
dream. But for days and weeks it has filled me, 
saturated even my subconsciousness; it accom- 
panies me wherever I go, broods above my 
ordinary daily conversations, looks over my 
shoulder at my petty, comical journalistic work, 
disturbs me and intoxicates me. 

What it will lead to is impossible to surmise 
as yet. But my experience tells me that it is 
something marvelous, even as a dream, and that 
I should write it down—if not as a memorial 
for mankind, then for my own delight or med- 
itation in after years. And perhaps for some- 
thing between both these possibilities; for the 
enrichment of literature. If the romance does 
not become a fact, at least the fact can become 
a romance. 

When was it I began to occupy myself with 
the Jewish question? Certainly ever since I 
read Diihring’s book.’) In one of my old note- 
books, packed away somewhere in Vienna, are 
some of my first observations on Dihring’s book 
and the question. At that time I had not yet 
found a journal to publish my literary work— 
it was, I believe, in 1881 or 1882; but I know 
that even today I often say things that I wrote 


1) E. K. Duhring, German philosopher with anti-Semitic 
leanings. He wrote a book “Die Jude-Frage als Frage der Ras- 
senschadliche fur Existenz, Sitten und Kultur der Volker.” 





July 20, 1954, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the 
death of Theodor Herzl, founder of organized political 
Zionism. A prominent Viennese journalist and writer, and 
largely estranged from Jewish life and problems during 
most of his adult life, he became the first major statesman 
of the Jewish people since the dispersion. Within a very 
short time he was idolized by vast masses of Jews in the 
ghettos of Eastern Europe. His intuitive insights into the 
forces of history were phenomenal. After the first World 
Zionist Congress he forecast exactly the time of the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish State fifty years later (1897-1947). 
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ing Jewish reality. Jews of the third generation 
try very hard to establish a harmonious equijjj. 
brium between the two worlds within their own 
personality. Will they succeed? Will their ef. 
forts bring no more than an uneasy truce or 
will they lead to a permanent peace? The ap. 
swers to these questions will determine the fate 
of the American Jewish community. 


Herzl's Diaries 


then. As the years went on, the Jewish question 
ate its way deeper into me, tormented me and 
made me very unhappy. In actual fact I re- 
turned to it again and again whenever I trans- 
lated my own personal experience, pain and 
joy into general terms. 

The Jewish question naturally glowered at 
me from every corner. I sighed over it, I jested, 
felt unhappy, but I was never thoroughly 
gripped by it, although even before I came 
here I wanted to write a Jewish novel. I was 
going to compose it during my travels in Spain, 
in 1891. The central figure was to be my dear 
friend Heinrich Kana, who shot himself in Ber- 
lin in February, 1891. I believe that I wanted 
to exorcise his ghost in the writing of that 
novel. 

Then the Neue Freie Presse called me to Paris 
as its correspondent. In Paris I entered—at least 
as an observer—political life. I saw how the 
world is ruled. I also stood at gaze before the 
phenomenon of the crowd, for a long time with- 
out understanding it. Here I also knew a freer 
and higher relationship to anti-Semitism from 
which I at least did not have to suffer directly. 
In Austria or Germany IJ had always to tremble 
lest some one shout HEP! HEP! after me. Here 
I passed “unrecognized” in the crowd. 

In that word “unrecognized” lies a terrific 
reproach against the anti-Semites. 

Hep! Hep! is the cry which comes down from the 
Jew-baiting mob of the Middle Ages. Its origin is said 


to be the first letters of the three words: Hierosalyma est 
perdita—Jerusalem is lost. 


That HEP! HEP! has come to my own ears 
only twice. The first time in Mainz, when I 
traveled through the city in 1888. In the eve- 
ning I came to a cheap concert hall, drank my 
beer there, and as I stood up and made my way 
toward the door through the noise and smoke 
a young fellow called after me: HEP! HEP! 

The second time it was in Baden, when some- 
body called “Jew-Pig” after me as I went by 
in a Carriage. 
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From the beginning I understood the empti- 
ness and futility of my efforts to “combat anti- 
Semitism.” With paper declamations or argu- 
ments moving in a vicious circle nothing at all 
can be done. In fact, the effect is comical. You 
may find — among pushers and cranks — very 
honest people on such “relief committees.” They 
resemble the “relief committees” which follow 
— and precede — floods, and are about as far- 
reaching in effect... . 


June 13, 1895. From an undelivered 


speech to the Rothschilds. 


Any improvement in the Jewish position is 
excluded by the above compelling reason [in- 
difference]. If anyone asks me how I know this 
Y'll tell him that I also know where a stone that 
rolls over a steep cliff comes to rest, that is, all 
the way down. Only ignoramuses or lunatics 
do not take natural laws into account. 

So we Jews, too, must go down, all the way 
down. Exactly how that will happen, what 
form it will take, I have no idea. Will it be 
revolutionary expropriation from below, or will 
it be reactionary confiscation from above? Will 
they drive us out? Will they kill us? 

I suppose more or less that it will take all 
these and other forms besides. 

The social revolution will come about in one 
country, and its first victims will inevitably be 
the Jews. ; 

In Russia there will simply be a confiscation 
from above. 

In Germany they will make emergency laws 
as soon as the Kaiser cannot do business with 
the Reichstag. 

In Austria they will let themselves be intim- 
idated by the Viennese mob and surrender the 
Jews. That is, in Austria the street rabble can 
put through anything, if it desires it. Only 
the street rabble does not know it yet. The 
leaders will instruct it soon enough. 

So they will drive us out of these countries 
and kill us in the others, where we take refuge. 

Is there then no salvation? 

Yes, gentlemen, there is a way which was 
tried once before. We must repeat a very old, 
very famous, and thoroughly tested experiment. 
But in a different, modern, and more refined 
form. 

All the means of the present day can be 
utilized for this simple and easily understand- 
able object. 

This simple, ancient experiment is the exo- 
dus from Egypt. 
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The Jewish state is inevitable, gentlemen, and 
it will come into being either with you or with- 
out you. 

In the Promised Land we shall have crooked 
noses, red or black beards, and bow-legs without 
being despised as a result. 

In the Promised Land we shall finally come 
to live upon our own soil and die peacefully 
in our own homeland. We also, as free men, 
shall achieve honor as a reward for great deeds, 
and we shall live in peace with all the world, 
which we shall have freed with our freedom, 
enriched through our riches, and made great 
through our greatness. 

So that the contemptuous epithet “Jew” will 
become a term of honor, like “Englishman,” 
“Frenchman,” “German,” in short, like the 
names of all civilized peoples. 

So that we, through our state, shall be able 
to educate our people at tasks which lie beyond 
our field of vision at present. 


April 10, 1896 
A Privatgelehbrter by the name of Carl 
Bleicher came to see me. At first I thought he 
was a schnorrer who wanted a small contribu- 
tion for a book of his own. But he would 
take nothing, and placed himself at my disposal 
as propagandist. I note this because it is a sign 
of the way the poor have been gripped. This 
poor old man, who lives on gifts of small coins, 
opened his purse, showed me what he had, and 
refused my offer. This is the most important 
difference between my effect on the people and 
that of Baron de Hirsch. They beg from him 
but do not love him. I am loved by the beg- 
gars. That is why I am the stronger. 


May 12, 1896 

Great things do not need to have a firm 
foundation. An apple must be put on the table 
so that it should not fall. The earth swims in 
space. 

In the same way I may perhaps found and 
secure the Jewish State without a firm hold 
on anything. 

The secret lies in movement. I believe that 
on this principle the steerable airship will ulti- 
mately be invented. Weight must be overcome 
by motion: not the ship, but the movement, 
must be steered. 


August 23, Baden 


Long conversation with the electro-techni- 
cian Krementzky.”) He is a good Zionist with 


2) John Kremenetzky, one of Herzl’s first followers, head 
of the Jewish National Fund 1901-1907. 
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modern ideas. Great chemical industries might 
be set up around the heavily salt-laden Dead Sea. 

The rivers feeding it now with sweet water 
would be diverted and used for drinking water. 
They would be replaced by a canal from the 
Mediterranean, part of which would have to be 
made as a tunnel because of the mountains (a 
tourist spectacle), and the difference between 
the levels of the two seas (water-fall) could 
be utilized to drive machines. Many thousands 
of horse-power. 

And even besides this there is enough water- 
power in Palestine which can be converted into 
electricity. 

We must found a national Arbor Society for 
the reforestation of the land. Every Jew to 
plant one or more trees! Ten million trees! 

During a conversation I had an idea about 
organization. 

The young doctors of philosophy want to 
found a Zionist society of university graduates. 
I think it will be still better to develop Zionist 
professional societies for all sorts of people; 
societies of Jewish lawyers, physicians, techni- 
cians, engineers, building contractors, officials, 
merchants (chamber of commerce). In this 
way they are kept together by common inter- 
ests. Then practical questions and plans will be 
laid before them, for approval, discussion, etc. 
If the plan is carried out then we shall have 
incubators for the men we need. . . 


Vienna, September 3, 1897 


If I were to sum up the Basle Congress in 
one word—which I shall not do openly—it 
would be this: at Basle I founded the Jewish 
State. 

If I were to say this to-day, I would be met 
by universal laughter. In five years, perhaps, 
and cetrainly in fifty, everyone will see it. A 
State is founded essentially on the people for the 
State; yes, even on the will of one individual if 
he is powerful enough . . . Territory is only 
the concrete manifestation: and even where it 
possesses a territory, the State is always some- 
thing abstract. The Church State, too, exists 
without a territory, or else the Pope would not 
be sovereign... . 


October 31, 1898, Jerusalem 


When I remember thee in time to come, O 
Jerusalem, it will not be with delight. 

The dreary deposits of two thousand years 
filled with inhumanity, intolerance and filth 
lie in your evil-smelling alleys. The only human 
being always here, the sweet dreamer of Nazar- 
eth, did nothing but increase the hate. 
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If Jerusalem is ever ours, and if I can stil] 
accomplish anything at that time, the first 
thing I’d do would be to clean it up. 

I would clear out everything that is not holy, 
set up workers’ quarters outside the city, clean 
out and tear down the nests of filth, burn the 
ruins which aren’t holy, and set the bazaars 
down somewhere else. Then retaining as much 
of the old style of architecture as possible, | 
would build a comfortable, airy properly 
drained new city around the holy places. . , , 

I would seal up the old city with its relics, 
remove the daily traffic, and leave only houses 
of worship and welfare institutions within the 
old wall. And on the hilly slopes round about, 
which our labors would make green, a magni- 
ficent New Jerusalem would rise. The most 
elegant people from every part of the world 
would travel on the road to the Mount of Olives. 
A jewel can be made of Jerusalem through care, 
Everything holy to be shut up in the old walls, 
everything new to be spread around outside, 


January 24, 1902 


Zionism was the Sabbath of my life. 

I believe that my influence as a leader is based 
on the fact that while as man and writer I had 
so many faults, and committed so many blun- 
ders and mistakes, as a leader in Zionism I have 
remained pure of heart and quite selfless. 

It is marvelous how far my thoughts reach 
out when I awake too early in the morning. 
Then I solve many of the problems of the pres- 
ent, and glimpse some of the problems of eter- 
nity. 

This morning I thought about the human 
body, of which we know so little. Doctors have 
the professional blindness of dulled experts. 

What a marvelous machine it is, the human 
body. A chemical laboratory, a power-house. 
Every movement, voluntary or involuntary, 
full of secrets and marvels. What gases and 
liquids are produced in it, harmful and useful. 
That is why I believe in the serum theory. Just 
as it produces poisons, so the body of the animal 
also produces antidotes, which as time prog- 
resses will certainly be discovered. 


July , 1902 


In England, said Rothschild, there will never 
be any anti-Semitism, etc. In France it was a 
different matter, etc. 

He does not believe in Zionism. 

We should never get Palestine, etc. He is 
an Englishman and wants to remain one. He 
“desires” me to say this and that to the Alien 
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Commission, and not to say this and the other. 

At this point the business became too stupid 
for me. I had interrupted him a couple of 
times. But now I began to flout him in such a 
way that he was dazed and kept his mouth shut. 

“T shall tell the Commission what I think 
proper and the truth as I see it. This is my 
habit, and I shall cling to it now, too.” 

It was false, I said, that the powers were 
against our going to Palestine. I have influenced 
Germany and Russia in our favor. England, I 
thought, would have nothing against it. I was 
persona grata with the Sultan. 

“Yes,” he threw in, “The Sultan is naturally 
friendly to you, because you are Dr. Herzl of 
the Neue Freie Presse.” 

“It is false,” I cried, ‘“The Neue Freie Presse 
has nothing to do with it. The publishers are 
deadly enemies of my plan. The word Zionism 
has not been printed in that paper until this 
day. I never had anything to do with the Sul- 
tan in connection with the Neue Freie Presse.” 

He said further that Arnold White’) and 
Gordon *) had called me as a Crown witness in 
order that I would support them and they could 
say: “Dr. Herzl is certainly the best of Jews, 
and he states that a Jew can never become an 
Englishman.” 

“It would be stupid and arrogant of me,” I 
said, “to read the Commission a lecture on the 
characteristics of the real Englishman. I shall 
simply say what terrible misery there is in the 
East, and that these people must either get away 
or perish. The need in Rumania has been known 
to us since 1897; the Congress petition received 
no attention. In Galicia it is perhaps even worse. 
There are seven hundred thousand people there 
in misery. They will also begin to move.” 

My Lord said: “I hope you are not going to 
say that to the Commission.. Or else we shall 
have restrictions.” 

At this point I became adamant. “Certainly 
I shall say it. You can count on that.” 

Whereupon his jaw dropped, he rang, and 
called his brother Leopold. 

To him he repeated what had been said, and 
added that in my opinion Jewish charity had 
merely become a machine for the suppression 
of the cry of misery... . 


August 9, 1903 


Interview with Count Witte, 
Foreign Minister of Russia 


ee 


... You want to take the Jews away? 





3) Arnold White, author of the “Modern Jew.” 
*) Major W. E. Evans-Gordon, M.P., member of the 


British Alien Immigration Committee. 
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Are you a Hebrew? Whom am I speaking with, 
anyhow?” 

“IT am a Hebrew and the head of the Zionist 
movement.” 

“And whatever we say is between ourselves?” 

“Absolutely!” I said it so energetically that 
from then on he let himself go unrestrainedly. 
He began with a description of the Jewish ques- 
tion in Russia: 

The Emperor had “honest prejudices” against 
the Jews. The Czar’s honesty could not be 
called into question because he stood above 
everything else. The anti-Semitic prejudices of 
the Emperor were chiefly of a religious nature. 

“Tt is difficult,” he continued, “to come to 
the defense of the Jews, because then it is im- 
mediately said that one has been bought. But 
that has no effect on me. I have sufficient cour- 
age. Also my reputation as an honorable man is 
too firmly established for any one to touch me. 
But faint-hearted and pushing people let them- 
selves be influenced by this and prefer to turn 
against the Jews. And recently something 
weighty has been added: the participation of 
the Jews in insurrectionary movements. Where- 
as only 7 million of the 136 million of our peo- 
ple are Jews, their share in the revolutionary 
parties is about 50%.” 

“What circumstances do you ascribe this to, 
your Excellency?” 

“T think it is the fault of our government. 
The Jews are too oppresed. I used to tell the 
deceased Emperor Alexander III: ‘Your Majesty, 
if it were possible to drown the 6 or 7 million 
Jews in the Black Sea I should be in complete 
accord with it. But since it is not possible, then 
you must let them live.’ And that has remained 
my opinion. I am against further measures of 
oppression.” 

“But the present state of affairs? Do you 
believe that the present state of affairs can be 
maintained.” 

“Certainly. Russia has powers of resistance 
which are not conceived of abroad. We can 
endure the greatest calamities for a very long 
time.” 

“I am not speaking of Russia but of the Jews. 
Do you believe that the Jews can continue to 
endure this desperate condition for a long time?” 

“Where is the way out?” 

I proceeded to explain this, answering all his 
well-known objections with my long-prepared 
arguments, 

But I had met his objections before among 
rich anti-Zionist, Jewish financiers. .. . 
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Proselytizing or Trans-Sambation? 
by Shlomo Katz 


I MUST ADMIT that the proposal brought before 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis 

to encourage Jewish proselytizing among Chris- 

tians has aroused mixed feelings within me. 


On the one hand, the suggestion struck a very 
sympathetic chord. It is a lonely thing to be a 
Jew in the world. How many of us are there 
altogether? Eleven million or so. When the 
number of Jews was greatest, before Germany 
became possessed by the devil and embarked on 
her work of extermination fifteen years ago, 
there were no more than about eighteen million 
of us. Jews have always dreamed of being more 
numerous, and hence safer and more secure. Like 
the desperately poor who dream of the miracu- 
lous appearance of some rich uncle whose exist- 
ence has been unsuspected, Jews for ages have 
indulged in fantasies of mighty Jewish king- 
doms, descendants of the ten lost tribes, flourish- 
ing somewhere far off beyond the legendary 
River Sambation. The fantasies were fervently 
believed; travellers with imagination tried to 
reach the mystic lands, and, believe it or not, 
emissaries from these kingdoms actually appeared 
in Europe. 


In more recent and materialist times, when 
fantasy was more rigidly separated from reality, 
and the inhabited portions of the planet were 
thoroughly explored, the hope of discovering a 
great and powerful realm inhabited by the de- 
scendants of the ten lost tribes had to be aban- 
doned. Even speculations about the possibility 
that the American Indians were the lost tribes 
were unprofitable. For should the Indians have 
been proved to be of Jewish descent, it would 
have meant only another handful of Jews, this 
time living in ghetto-reservations in the South- 
west. 


The physical search has long been abandoned. 
But wish fulfillment fantasies have not ceased. 
Many and many a Jew has no doubt thought to 
himself: My God, if only the Chinese or the Hin- 
dus, or some other populous nation were to ac- 
cept Judaism, how different would be our situa- 
tion in the world! Would Hitler have dared 
perform his bloody obscenities if there had been 
a couple of hundred million Jews in the world 
instead of less than one score millions? Would 
the Czars before him? Would the Moslem world 
threaten extermination, if Israel — the people 
Israel, not the state — were not so few and 
thinly scattered? 





The proposal broached before the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis has given , 
powerful fillip to such day-dreams. What if by 
some miracle a campaign of Jewish proselytizing 
proves unbelievably successful and all or most 
of the millions of Gentiles among whom we live 
were to respond to it as to a revelation? In the 
twinkling of an eye our historical fate would 
become radically altered. No longer a scattered 
minority; no more at the whim of every fanati- 
cal crackpot, but a mightly and numerous people 
whom all its enemies respect and/or fear. 


‘THE REVOLUTION in Jewish life that such a mass 

conversion to Judaism would bring about 
would be no less fantastic and far-reaching than 
the mass conversion itself. Overnight all Jewish 
anti-defamation activities, apologetics and 
“community relations” would come to an end. 
The technological unemployment resulting from 
such a revolution would be enough, by itself, to 
cause a major “orthodox recession.” Similar hav- 
oc would be wrought in other fields. Countless 
works on “Jewish Contributions to Civilization” 
would become obsolete. Rabbis in search of ma- 
terial for sermons would have to abandon well- 
trodden paths and look for new subjects. Even 
UJA might become obsolete. And the “Amer- 
ican Friends of the Middle East” would over- 
night become as pro-Israel as it is now pro-Arab. 
All in all, the consequences of a successful pro- 
selytizing campaign would be quite dizzying. 

And, really, why not? Why is it so improbable 
that the one hundred and fifty-five million non- 
Jewish Americans should respond to proselytiz- 
ing appeals? All Christian Americans — with 
the exception of an insignificant handful on the 
lunatic fringe — believe that Jews are fine peo- 
ple. There exist documents and testimonials to 
prove this. And as far as the Jewish religion 1s 
concerned, it, too, is generally regarded by out 
Gentile neighbors as a very respectable faith. On 
our part, too, there would be no strenuous ob- 
jections to the match, for we likewise believe 
that our Gentile neighbors are very fine people 
and ... and there is the rub, for... 


For considering the high esteem in which we 
hold our non-Jewish neighbors, is there any rea- 
son why we should wish a Jewish destiny upon 
them? What have they done to us to merit suc 
punishment? 
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A jinx seems to be following not only Jews 
4s dispersed minorities but also nations that take 
up Judaism. This is no longer fantasy. There 
is much history to bolster this point of view. 
The Khazars once tried it. The Khazars, in case 
anyone does not know it, were a quite respect- 
able, decent and intelligent people, and some 
eight hundred years ago they had a kingdom 
which in size and power held its own against all 
comers — that is, as long as they remained pagan. 
Their kingdom comprised a pretty big chunk 
of ground on either side of the lower Volga. And 
then they adopted Judaism and almost at once 
luck began to go against them. Within a single 
century after this event, a Viking named Oleg, 
who had been imported by the Russians to lord 
it over them, destroyed the Khazar kingdom. 
Where are the Khazars now? Nothing is left of 
their powerful nation and kingdom, except a 
handful of legends and now and then a somewhat 
oriental twist of the eyelid on a Jewish face. 


And then there is Yemen. Yemen wasn’t al- 
ways an Israel-hating little country in Arabia. 
There was a time when Yemen was a Jewish 
kingdom of considerable size, whose ways of life 
were as good as any in that time and place. And, 
yes, this Jewish kingdom in Yemen also came 
to a tragic end after running through a dynasty 
of Josephs and Jacobs. 


HE ABOVE and similar instances have taught 

the world a lesson: It doesn’t pay to be a Jew- 
ish nation, unless you just happened to be Jewish. 
Since the Khazars, no other country has cared to 
repeat the experiment. One ruler does insist on 
calling himself ‘'The Conquering Lion of Ju- 
dah,” and his country has not been among the 
happiest in the world; in fact, he almost lost 
country and throne, probably as a result of this. 
What saved him, I suppose, was the fact that 
he and his country are not Jewish either ethni- 
cally or by religion, and that his claim to Jewish 
descent from King Solomon is only through the 
grandmaternal line. 


But, aside from tender concern for the destiny 
of non-Jewish fellow-Americans, there is still 
another reason why the proposal to start Jewish 
proselytizing activities isn’t appealing. Call it 
proselytizing, call it anything you like, it 
amounts to the same thing — missionarying. 
And I don’t like missionaries of any sort. What 
is a missionary? It is a fellow with a kind face 
(kind, as long as he thinks he has a chance of 
Converting you) who buttonholes you and con- 
fidentially imparts to you the information that 
you are about to go to hell, or to purgatory, or 


a 


to the “trash heap of history,” unless you forth- 
with and without delay change your ways or 
beliefs or political convictions. 
either-or element of ultimatum in his approach 


There is an 


to these of differing beliefs that is so threaten- 
ingly aggressive that it invariably arouses revul- 


sion. Of course, apostles for the Jewish faith 


among the Gentiles would not be quite like that, 
nevertheless, the prospect of even a modified 
kind of missionary is disturbing. 

Does this mean that when a Jew begins to 
feel alone in the world he must forever renounce 
the solace of the dream of some day being one 
of very many? Not at all. The dream may still 
come true, as a find, not as a result of effort. No 
age is as rich in miracles as an age of materialism, 
and it is not inconceivable that some potential 
Benjamin IV should one day enter a subway 
train, be lulled to sleep by its noise, and when 
he awakes after an undetermined time and goes 
outside, he should find himself in the midst of 
an unheard of great and powerful Jewish coun- 
try inhabited by the descendants of the lost ten 
tribes. And then — then, well, the rest is ob- 
vious. Even our “community relations” organi- 
zations would have no trouble in readjusting 
themselves to the new situation and organizing 
good will tours to Trans-Sambation. 
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THE COMMUNITY CENTER 
by MEYER BASS 


ASPECTS OF THE JEWISH CoM- 
MUNITY CENTER, Louis Kraft, 
Editor, and Charles S. Bern- 
heimer, Associate Editor; pub- 
lished by the National Jewish 
Welfare Board, New York, 
1954. (Benjamin Rabinowitz 
Memorial Volume) 


EW INSIGHT as to the meaning 

and significance of the Jewish 
Community Center in America 
will be found in the recent pub- 
lication of the Benjamin Rabin- 
owitz Memorial Volume. 

“The Center deals with the dyn- 
amics of daily living and therefore 
encourages creativity and con- 
structive leadership. Its outlook is 
positive and hopeful as to the pos- 
sibilities of fulfillment of the striv- 
ings of Jewish persons towards a 
better life for the Jewish group, 
for the larger American society, 
and for the free world.” Thus, 
Louis Kraft sums up the keynote 
of the philosophy which permeates 
the Jewish Community Center in 
our times. 

Sanford Solender asserts that 
“social group work is being em- 
ployed with ever increasing effec- 
tiveness in Centers and is proving 
a vigorous and vital force for 
enabling Centers to engender the 
healthy development of Jewish 
persons, aid them to find satisfac- 
tion in their Jewishness, and in- 
sure their creative contribution to 
the Jewish and larger community 
which they are a part.” 

Herman Sainer offers a clear 
definition that states: “The Jew- 
ish Community Center is a reflec- 
tion of Jewish interests and needs 
in the community furnishing op- 
portunities for the participation 
of young and old in Jewish group 
life during their leisure hours. It 
is a product of the American 
scene, helping to build a genera- 
tion of Jews who see no conflict 
in being Jewish and American at 
one and the same time... .” 





Meyer Bass is Associate Director of the 
Jewish Community Centers in Cleveland, 


Ohio. 


BOOKS 


In the past generation, the Jew- 
ish Community Center has taken 
its place in Jewish life, a signi- 
ficant social force in the structure 
of the Jewish community. 

It continues to gain recognition 
and status as the arm of the com- 
munity for recreation, informal 
education, social and cultural ac- 
tivities for Jewish people of all 
age groups and of varied socio- 
economic backgrounds. The Cen- 
ters are a keystone in the pattern 
of service to children, youth, 
adults and older persons. They 
have a vital job of leadership de- 
velopment achieved through dem- 
Ocratic participation and active 
involvement, basic premises in its 
day-to-day work. Its recent his- 
tory illustrates that here is a ma- 
ture communal service where prac- 
tice brings/new materials, valuable 
resources, and promising trends 
for tomorrow. An intensive an- 
alysis of the social philosophy of 
the Jewish Center reaffirms its 
dynamic role in Jewish life as a 
factor in Jewish survival and in 
the evolution of Jewish cultural 
forms for the century ahead. To- 
day, the Centers are dynamically 
interwoven in the fabric of Jew- 


en wre re 


JEWIsH FRontiEp 








ishness as we know it in America, 
They provide a technique and , 
philosophy, serving people who 
seek a positive pattern for their 
Jewish existence within the frame. 
work of the American commy- 
nity. 


© SOME EXTENT, the central 

theme of Aspects of the Jew. 
ish Community Center revolves 
around Benjamin Rabinowitz who 
contributed much to the evolution 
of the Jewish Center movement, 
His rich personality seems to per- 
meate its contents. The loving- 
care with which his friends and 
associates approached the task is 
amply evident in the finished 
product. It epitomizes the intense 
love of Jewish Center work which 
characterized the brief but fruit- 
ful life of Benjamin Rabinowitz. 
The function of the Jewish Com- 
munity Center as a cultural form, 
shaping Jewish living patterns in 
the societal structure of American 
Jewry, finds new expression in this 
volume. 

Benjamin Rabinowitz often felt 
the need for interpreting with 
deeper insight the basic cultural 
contribution the Center has made 
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in this country. His outstanding 
study of the historical develop- 
ment of The Young Men’s He- 
brew Associations (1854-1913) 
was a thorough, painstaking social 
analysis of the energetic institu- 
tion which began to take form and 
meaning in the latter part of the 
last century. 

Aspects is a outgrowth of the 
Jewish Center movement. The 
Centers should need no defense 
or explanation in 1954—their con- 
tribution on the American scene 
is demonstrated daily through sup- 
port and loyalty in hundreds of 
communities. The editors have for- 
tunately gathered material which 
gives a straightforward interpre- 
tation of the sociological factors 
and the actual experiences which 
this institution has crystalized in 
this generation. Synthesizing di- 
verse trends and patterns of ad- 
justment in over a century of 
growth, the Jewish Community 
Center in 1954 is an alert com- 
munity agency which plays an his- 
toric role in the continuity of Jew- 
ish living in the American envir- 
onment. ‘ 

The memorial volume was pub- 
lished for the National Associa- 
tion of Jewish Center Workers by 
the National Jewish Welfare 
Board, parent association of the 
YM-YWHA’s and Jewish Com- 
munity Centers. Benjamin Rab- 
inowitz was one of the builders 
and leaders of the National Jew- 
ish Welfare Board and the Na- 
tional Association of Jewish Cen- 
ter Workers. The book symbol- 
izes the penetrating personality of 
this modern pioneer of the Jewish 
Center idea. It is in fact a basic 
text on the philosophy, principles, 
and practices of Jewish Center 
work, developed through the edi- 
torial skills of Louis Kraft and 
Charles Bernheimer, two eminent 
deans of the Jewish Center move- 
ment. 


During the past several decades, 
as the Cetners have become bet- 
ter established in communities 
throughout the United States and 
Canada, the need for a book of 
this type has been well-recognized. 

he professional association of 
Jewish Center personnel has taken 
this long-needed forward step and 
has included chapters by profes- 
sional workers whose writings 
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geared to a sound administrative 
approach in the achievement of 
healthy community service. It in- 
dictates that the social group work 
method has a central place in the 
Center today and that Jewish 
training and Jewish purpose are a 
fundamental part of this work. 
Through effective planning and 
evaluation, the Center is being 
adapted to changing community 
needs. Primarily, the Center 
stands out as an American insti- 
tution participating in the con- 
stant process of Jewish survival 
and cultural continuity. 


Aspects will be used especially 
as a basic book for Center work- 
ers, Center leaders, and interpre- 
ters of the Jewish Center idea. It 
will be used to depict this phase 
of Jewish life which should be 
better understood by Jewish lay 
and professional leaders. Of course, 
it will be popular as a text for 
students and practitioners, as a 
frame of reference for thinking 
specifically about the role of the 
Center in the generation ahead. 


The Center’s Centennial (1854- 
1954) is a ripe time to examine 
the prospects for the future of 
this movement. It is on the 
threshhold of new experiences, fit- 
ting the Center into the matrix 
of Jewish life, adapting its demo- 
cratic form, its social work meth- 
od, its cultural approach, and its 
philosophical perspective to the 
realities of the American Jewish 
community. Courageous leadership 
and clear vision is urgent at this 
stage. 


The modern Center is striving 
to crystallize a permanent niche 
for itself in Jewish organized life, 
to be a resource for Jewish cul- 
tural creativity, to intensify ex- 
periences for Jewish children and 
youth, to foster enriching pro- 
grams for adults and older peo- 
ple, and to provide a close and 
keen identification with the es- 
sence of Jewishness. This new 
book outlines a challenge to 
thoughtful American Jews who 
want to see the Jewish Community 
Center movement make a mean- 
ingful impact on Jewish thinking 
and philosophy in the American 
Setting. 
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Afternoon cocktail dances on our sparkling iake ... curtain 
time on WHITE ROE‘s great summer stage . . . dancing in 
WHITE ROE’s gay night club. Two top bands. Tony Villanova 
far American music and Sam Kanez for Latin rhythms. 
The play-time facilities of a millionaire’s estate 

Swimming in our spring-fed, natural moun- 
tain lake. Golf, tennis, baseball, cidirig 
and dozens more. 


IT’S A NEW ADVENTURE NOW! 


G this Season Bator Go 


LIVINGSTON MANORK2!, NEW YORK 

35th Season @ Owner-Mget.—The Weiners 
Call Direct to 
WHITE ROE 


for reservations by dialing 


BO 9-6589 
Write today for your cepy of 
our new, full color brochure. 
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IN HEMINGWAY’S 
FOOTSTEPS 


by A. SKIDELL 


THE COoAsTs OF THE EARTH, by 
Harold E. Livingston. WHough- 
ton Mifflin, $3.00. Ballantine 
(paper bound), 35 cents. 


HIS NOVEL of the American 

volunteers in the Israel War of 
Independence, a recent winner of 
the Houghton Mifflin Literary 
Fellowship Award is a strange 
book. Hardly any of it stands 
up under scrutiny. Except for 
the two main characters, none 
of the multitude which passes 
through the pages is more than a 
shadow. The plot is rich in inci- 
dents—scraps, near-mutiny, love- 
making, violent deaths — which 
follow in haphazard succession, 
while the conflicts resolve them- 
selves on a superficial level, with 
little regard for inner logic or 
psychological truth. And yet there 
is something compelling about the 
story. By crude and hardly origi- 
nal means—the ghost of Heming- 
way is all over—the atmosphere of 
Israel at war with its back against 
the wall, is re-created and the con- 
fusions, pettiness, misunderstand- 
ings and inefficiencies which feed 
the plot are overshadowed. To 
have captured that atmosphere 
with such meager means is a no 
mean achievement. 

The incidents themselves parallel 
rather closely some of the major 
events in the history of the war, 
particularly the part the air force 
played in it. There is the shuttle 
from Czechoslovakia with the in- 
valuable cargos of Messerschmitts, 
there is the destruction of the 
“Altalena,” there is the build-up 
of equipment in the Negev by air, 
there is the first appearance of the 
fighter force to ward off the 
Egyptian bombers. There is the 
smooth-tongued air-force chief of 
staff, flanked on the one side by 
the impetuous, impertinent sabra 
officers, and on the other by the 
seasoned and mellowed undersec- 
retary for air. There are, on the 
civilian side, Hayarkon Street, and 
the bar at Park Hotel, the foreign 
correspondent with his milk-and- 
scotch, the bartender with the 
concentration-camp past. There 
is the little “Tnuva” restaurant 


across the street from the Kaethe- 
Dan, and there is the inevitable 
Nathalie, who saves Tony Nevins 
from almost certain death, and 
who, as the story unfolds, turns 
out to be—oh, so tired. In the 
center of it all is the struggle be- 
tween the Americans and the Is- 
raelis, between the volunteers and 
the Israeli air force authorities 
which leads to a threatened mass- 
resignation of the transport pilots 
on the eve of a crucial operation. 
The fundamental estrangement 
between the two parties is well 
portrayed, and it is here, in the 
great dramatic moment, when the 
ultimatum issued by the pilots is 
to be withdrawn, that the inade- 
quacy of the motivation of the 
volunteers is so glaring. Had 
Norman Becker known better and 
felt more deeply what it was that 
brought him from Winston, Mass. 
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to Israel, he could have reached 
an understanding with the author. 
ities without having to resort to 
ultimata, and had Livingston. 
Becker had a better grasp of the 
historic drama before his eyes, he 
wouldn’t have had to resort to y 
“corny” a turn in the plot as the 
Bar-Mitzva_ celebration of the 
wealthy refugees from Rumania 
as a way out of the head-on col. 
lision. It is Tony, the goy, who 
seems to sense the true meaning 
of the events around him, that 
this is not just “another war” 
that drew him to Israel, away 
from the ennui of working for 
TWA. 

Despite its many major short- 
comings and minor inaccuracies in 
some of the details, ‘“The Coasts of 
the Earth” is of more than usual 
interest for all those who were 
there, in body or in spirit. 
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On T e Labor Zionist Front 





RESOLUTION OF LZOA 
CONVENTION ON ISRAEL 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST 


ECENT MONTHS have brought 

Israel into a difficult position. 
The continued hatred and vio- 
lence of the Arab States: the 
blockade of Suez by Egypt and 
the failure of the Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations to take 
decisive action; the refusal of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to 
abide by its own word under the 
Armistice Agreement to sit down 
with Israel and review that docu- 
ment; the apparent inability of 
the United Nations to take coun- 
sel or to project a policy concern- 
ing the comprehensive issues of 
peace and security in the Middle 
East, occasioned in part by the 
repeated use of the veto by the 
Soviet Union to stymie action; 
the long negotiations and the pres- 
ent stalemate about the Bnot 
Yaakov hydro - electric project 
from the River Jordan; the de- 
cision of the United States to arm 
Iraq while that country maintains 
its warlike attitude towards Israel; 
the attitude of appeasement to- 
wards Arab aggressive intransi- 
gence, culminating in Jordan’s 
refusal to recognize its duty to 
use pacific measures for settling 
its dispute with Israel: all these 
contribute to the perplexity and 
peril of Israel’s position. 

By every reasonable test Israel 
deserves the support of reasonable 
men. It has repeatedly declared its 
willingness to negotiate perman- 
ent instruments of peace with the 
Arab States. It is willing to con- 
clude treaties of permanent non- 
aggression. It desires no land be- 
yond its own frontiers, and has 
an ample task to make the lands 
comprised therein fertile and to 
settle the immigrants to whom it 
has opened its doors. It has made 
repeated proposals to define the 
frontiers and to rectify them, to 
remove causes for unrest, depred- 
ations and violence. It has begun 
the restoration to Arab refugees 
of bank-deposits and has declared 
its readiness to enter into immed- 
late negotiations regarding the 
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payment of compensation. Against 
this, and in stark contrast with 
the entire argument that Israel is 
a threat in the Middle East, must 
be counted the numerous and re- 
iterated statements of Arab lead- 
ers and Arab journals of their in- 
tention to destroy Israel, of their 
unwillingess to recognize its ex- 
istence, and of the continuance 
of a consistent program of boy- 
cott and aggression. 

The Middle East is one of the 
important strategic areas in the 
world. It is strongly to the in- 
terest of the world that this area 
shall be free and strong, that dis- 
unities and conflicts shall not be 
permitted to leave it open for in- 
trigue and malevolent scheming. 
The intention of France, Britain, 
and the United States, in their tri- 
partite agreement of 1950, to 
maintain security in that region, 
to prevent aggression, to safe- 
guard it against incursion from 
the East, cannot be served by con- 
tinuing the atmosphere that now 
obtains, or by pursuing the in- 
consistent and often-contradictory 
policies of recent months. Israel 
is and should remain a strong arm 
of freedom, of reason and democ- 
racy. The whole area should be 
induced to move out of the per- 
iod of “armistice,” of sporadic hos- 
tilities, and of openly avowed war- 
like intention. The recent refusal 
of Jordan to accept the provisions 
of :the UN which require it to 
recognize its duty to settle its dis- 
putes with Israel by pacific means 
is a striking example of this truth. 


We of the Labor Zionist Organ- 
ization of America take pride in 
Israel, in its peaceable strength 
after but six years of independent 
existence. We take pride in the 
justice that reigns within its bor- 
ders, justice to Arabs as well as 
Jews, and freedom for all faiths. 
We take pride in its struggle to 
maintain a high standard of liv- 
ing, and to make this possible by 
restoring fertility to a misused 
land and by energy and ingenuity 
in production. We believe that 
Israel may contribute not only to 
the welfare of the Jewish people, 
through its record of freedom and 
of unparalleled generosity to the 
thousands to whom it has given 
harbor and the portal to a new 
life; but also that it may contrib- 


ute to the democratization and 
modernization of the entire Mid- 
dle East by example and by coop- 
eration, when reasonable friend- 
liness and understanding will re- 
move the road-blocks that now 
close the way. Such a contribu- 
tion is to the direct interest of 
the United States policy in the 
Middle East. 

We call upon the United Na- 
tions to approach the whole prob- 
lem of the Middle East and of the 
position of Israel with a greater 
degree of courage and vision. We 
call upon it to move toward the 
aims envisioned in its own charter, 
to increase the sum of peace and 
security in this troubled part of 
the world; to require Egypt to 
cease defying its own obligations 
and the peace of the world; to 
require Jordan to obey its obliga- 
tions assumed under the aegis of 
the United Nations and to desist 
from making the border a place 
of terror and rapine; to call an 
end to the boycott which is an 
act of definite economic warfare. 
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We call upon our own govern. 
ment to continue its record of 
friendship for Israel, a friendship 
that in no way militates againg 
friendship for the Arab States 
Our country should not permit 
the Arabs to define friendship fo, 
them as necessitating the abandon. 
ment of Israel. We call upon ou; 
government to continue its pro- 
gram of economic aid for Israel, 
a program which has already been 
demonstrated to reap a rich har- 
vest of new lands opened up and 
new industrial productivity in the 
land. We call upon our govern- 
ment to reconsider its decision to 
send arms to Iraq and possibly also 
to other Arab States, who refuse 
to make peace wtih Israel and con- 
tinue a state of hostility against 
it. This policy of the unilateral 
arming of Iraq can only be in- 
terpreted as acquiescence on Iraq’s 
warlike position and can only serve 
to encourage it, particularly since 
it is unaccompanied by any par- 
allel step to maintain the balance 
in the Middle East. 





Labor Zionist Jubilee Proclamation 


HE 29TH CONVENTION of the 

LZOA, proclaims the year 1955 
as Jubilee Year of the Labor Zion- 
ist Movement as a whole and of 
the Poale Zion Organization in 
particular. This Convention calls 
upon all the sections of the Move- 
ment to mark the 50th Jubilee 
Year by appropriate observances. 

The first organized Poale Zion 
group in America was formed in 
the Summer of 1903. We never- 
theless date the history of our 
Movement from 1905, because it 
was in that year that the first 
regional conferences were held 
from which our Movement 
emerged. The first such meeting 
took place in Philadelphia early in 
May of 1905. That gathering con- 
sisted of a majority of Territor- 
ialists, and only a minority of the 
delegates were Poale Zionists with 
an orientation on Palestine. Short- 
ly after that first conference, the 
Palestine-oriented Poale Zionists 
began to organize separately and 
held their own first Convention in 
Baltimore in December, 1905. 
That Convention marked the 
emergence of that Zionist-Socialist 


organization which in time ex- 
panded to become the widely ram- 
ified Labor Zionist Movement in 
America today. Nineteen fifty- 
five thus marks the fiftieth anni- 
versary since our Movement began 
organized activity in this country, 
and should be suitably brought 
to the attention of the Jewish 
community. Large sections of the 
Jewish community will join us in 
the observance of this occasion 
just as they participated together 
with us in all the important activ- 
ities in which we engaged during 
the past half-century. 

The Convention affirms that the 
character of the observance must 
be suited to the present time. This 
is not-a time for gala festivity. 
The greatest holocaust in Jewish 
history still casts its shadow of 
mourning over us. We are. part 
of the generation which has wit- 
nessed how the wrath of history 
has descended upon our people. 
We have seen with our own eyes 
the devastation that has not missed 
a single Jewish home. There is 
not a Jewish family that has not 
suffered direct loss. Hundreds of 
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been 
most 


thousands of families have 
totally exterminated in the 
savage and devilish manner. We 
have witnessed devastation that 
has wiped out our most creative 
individuals, our most rooted com- 
munities, millions of Jews who 
were the chief bearers of that cul- 
ture which the Jewish people had 
created in the course of the four 
thousand years of its history. 

The memory of this latest and 
reatest devastation of the Jewish 
people must not be forgotten in 
the midst of our festive occasions, 
just as the memory of Jerusalem 
destroyed was preserved through- 
out the generations of dispersion. 
But together with the commemor- 
ation of the devastation we must 
also give prominence at our fes- 
tive events to the commencement 
of the redemption which our gen- 
eration has beheld. The new State 
of Israel must serve us as an in- 
dication of the direction in which 
our complete redemption lies. Both 
the memory of the destruction as 
well as the joy of the beginning 
of our redemption point the way 
we will have to go in the new era 
we are entering. 

In order that our way should 
be even more clearly defined we 
will have to stress still other his- 
toric developments in addition to 
the two major ones mentioned be- 
fore, namely: 

a) The almost miraculous rise 
of American Jewry during the 
past half century to the level of 
the largest force in world Jewry; 

b) The role which Zionism and 
the Labor Zionist Movement in 
particular have played in Jewish 
history during the past fifty 
years; 

c) The role of Aalutziut as an 
idea, and of the Aalutz movement 
as the material embodiment of 
this idea, which have inscribed the 
most inspring chapter in the his- 
tory of our people, and in all as- 
pects of Jewish life. 

This Convention points with 
pride to the historic fact that hal- 
utzism was an outgrowth of the 
Labor Zionist Movement. Even a 
casual glance at the chief attain- 
ments of the two movements 
shows how closely inter-related 
they were from the day both of 
them appeared on the scene of 
Jewish history. Both have contrib- 
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For your Summer Pleasure 


You are cordially invited to 


RAEVILLE HOTEL 


overlooking the ocean 


LONG BEACH ROAD & E. BROADWAY 
Long Beach, N. Y. 


Beautifully furnished Modern Rooms with 
private and connecting baths *® Telephone 
inevery room °® Private Patio ® Famous 
for finest foods *® Dietary laws observed 

e American Plan °® Catering Facilities 


Open all year-round 


UNDER PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF 


TROTZKY FAMILY 
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ASBURY'S NEWEST DIETARY LAW HOTEL 


COLUMBIA 


Sixth Avenue, overlooking the OCEAN 
ASBURY PARK, N. J. 


150 rooms, private and semi-private baths 
Elevator service 

Planned entertainment 

Famous for our Cuisine 

Beautiful cocktail lounge 

Homelike atmosphere 

Free Ocean & pool bathing 


e 
ATTRACTIVE RATES 


Under personal management of Mr. & Mrs. Sam Meiner 
For reservations call PRospect 4-3629 




















Relax and Play — Enjoy Glorious Days of Fun and Frolic 
All Sports, Fine Foods, Fully Equipped Day Camp 
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Write your Hosts, the ANDERMANS for Special Family Season Rates! 
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uted significantly to the strugole 
of the Jewish people in the Diaspo. 
ra and to the efforts that have le 
to the rise of the State of Isra¢l, 

Before Hechalutz appeared on 
the scene as an organized body, 
the Labor Zionist Movement wa 
one of the chief factors in the 
self-defense forces which resisted 
the pogroms in Czarist Russia. No 
sooner was Hechalutz organized 
than it collaborated closely with 
the Labor Zionist Movement jn 
this struggle against the massacres 
in the Ukraine. Later both move- 
ments appeared alongside one an- 
other in the struggle against pog- 
roms in Poland. Both had a great 
share in the partisan forces fight- 
ing the Nazi invaders, and played 
an outstanding role in the ghetto 
struggles in Warsaw, Vilna, Bialis- 
tok, Bendin and other cities. The 
Labor Zionist Movement and the 
Hechalutz organization in particu- 
lar gave the lives of thousands of 
their members in these fateful 
struggles. 

When the time came and res- 
cue work was possible, the Halutz 
movement was the chief bearer of 
this work which assumed primar- 
ily the form of Bricha to Eretz 
Israel. 

In Eretz Israel itself the Labor 
Zionist Movement, by means of 
halutz cadres, prepared the eco- 
nomic as well as the social founda- 
tions upon which the State of 
Israel later rose. In this process it 
established labor communities on 
the basis of libertarian, democratic 
socialism, thus demonstrating to 
the world that it is possible to 
have an economy without exploit- 
ation. The Labor Zionist Move- 
ment in Eretz Israel also contrib- 
uted the greatest part of those 
forces who with their lives saved 
the new State from destruction at 
the hands of its enemies. 

Thus the Labor Zionist Move- 
ment, together with its halutz cad- 
res, fulfilled its historic mission of 
defense of Jewish self-respect and 
welfare, and the building of the 
Jewish State during the past fifty 
years. 

We will be fully justified in 
stressing the above achievements 
in the course of our Jubilee ob- 
servances; but our aim must be 
not to rest on the laurels of past 
achievements, but rather to pave 
the way for the future. 
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NTIER ; : 
For, despite all these achieve- way that lies ahead, a way that will be made known to the public 
‘ugeles ments, we live in an epoch that will require even more pioneering and which may also serve to imbue 
diaspo. bears many potentialities of danger effort, of thought as well as of us with new strength in the face 
ve led and evil for the surviving remnant deed, then at any time in the past. of the new missions which history 
Israel, of the Jewish people. Nor has This Convention voices the hope has marked out for our Movement 
ed on the State of Israel yet attained that Jewish youth will gather for the coming decades. 
body, security and a firm footing. We about our banner; tht it will find 
it was must therefore be prepared to in our Movement the answers it 
n the shoulder in the coming years bur- is seeking to its social and Jewish 
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nove- them also in the future. We must Labor Zionist Movement, which is 
e an- find ways to transplant these now observing the culmination of $4.00 
pog- forces into the souls of the young its first fifty years of effort and 
great generation of Jews which will have achievements as part of the larger © 
- to ae the responsibilities with — —_ ssp Gude 
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ialis- peals to all parts of the Labor call upon all the members of the in ileal 
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... all in one, in 


FARBAND - 


LABOR ZIONIST ORDER 








LIFE INSURANCE 
SICK BENEFITS 
HOSPITAL BENEFITS 
JUVENILE INSURANCE 
SUMMER CAMPS 
FREE MEDICAL TREATMENT 
FUNERAL AND CEMETERY 
THROUGH THE G 
NEW YORK CITY 


COMMITTEE ov PARTICIPATION IN 
AN ORGANIZATION THAT 


HAS FOR 40 YEARS BEEN 
SERVING JEWISH INTERESTS, 
CULTURE AND EDUCATION; ISRAEL 
AND THE HISTADRUTH; 
DEMOCRACY HERE AND 
ABROAD. 














YOUR PLACE IS IN FARBAND 


e The organization which can best serve 


YOU and YOUR FAMILY. 


e The organization where you find fellow- 


ship in a congenial environment. 


e The organization with an intelligent pro- 


gram for American Jewry. 


* 





FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


Without obligation on my part send 
me additional information about your or- 
ganization and the branch nearest to me. 


(JF) 


Name. 
Address. 
City 

















Occupation Age 
Phone No 








Married [] Single [J 
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Highlights of 


PIONEER WOMEN’S 


THE CHANGING WORLD 
* 

September 10 through 20, 1954 
* 


THE LAKECREST 
HUNN’S LAKE, NEW YORK 


* 


The American Scene 


Contemporary Jewish Life in America 
Jewish Survival 


New Trends in Jewish Community Life 
300 Years of Jewish Life in America 


* 


Israel and World Jewry 


Israel Economy, Moetzet Hapoalot, Histadrut 
Pioneer Women vis a vis Moetzet Hapoalot 
New Educational Trends 

Labor Zionism in America and Israel 


* 


Plus . ... Workshops 


Social Activities : 
Visits to places of interest, which will make 
this Seminar an unforgettable experience. 

















